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a. FRY 


TO THE 
 - Right Honourable 


J.O H N, 


| Earl of Kildare, Baron of 
Ophalia, Firſt of his Or- 


der in the Kingdom 
of Treland. 


My Loxp, 


T Little thought, when, 
in ſo private a way, 
T lately offered much of 
the following Diſcourſe 
} to your Lordihip's S CAC ; 
+ Thhould receive the com 
' mand ( which I am not 

now, ſo far as it proves 
A3 to 


CCC 
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70 me a poihible one 70 
difobey, or further 20 
diſpute ) of expoſing 
it thus to the view of 
the world, or ſo much 
. a5 to preſent it to your 
Lordihip's own cye. 

[t was indeed, 1m- 
poſſible ro me to give 
an Exact account of 
what was then diſcour- 
fed, from a memory 
that was ſo treacherous, 
as to let flip many 
things , that were Pre- 
pared, and intended 
to have been ſaid. that 

day ; 


$ 
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day ; and that could 
much leſs ( being afſiſ- 
ted but by wery imper- 
fed memorials) recolle 
every thing that was. 
fad, ſeveral dates after. 
Tet I account, upon 
the whole it is much 
more varied by enlarge- 
ment, than by dimunu- 
tion. Whereby, I hope, 
it will be nothing lefs 
capable of ſerving the 
end- of this enjoyned 
prblication of it... 
And 1 cannot doubt 
but the injunction pro- 
04 Ss. ann 
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ceeded from the ſarne 
p10us gratitude 70 the 
God of your lite, which 
hath prompted, for ſeve- 
ral years paſt, to the 0b- 
ſervation of that dome- 
flick Annual Solemnity, 
in memory of your 


Horſe, 
Decemb.s, membrance of 10 


"* ' eat a mercy, 
might be the more deep- 
ly impreſt with your 
{clf, and improved al- 
ſo (ſo far as this means 
could 
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: could ſignify for that 
| purpoſe) to the inſtruc- 
' ri0n of many others. 


Your Lordſhip was 
pleaſed to allow an hour 
to the hearing of that 
Diſcourſe, What was, 


: propoſed to you in it, #5 


to be the buſineſs of 


your be. © 
And what 3s to be 


| done continually #5 


once to be throughly 


! done. The impreſſion 


0ught to be very inward, 


' and (trong, which muſt 
be ſolaſting as to govern 


a 
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a mans life, And were | 


it as fully done as mor- 
rality can admit, it 
needs be more folemnly 
renewed at fet times 
for that purpoſe. 


And indeed that ſuch 


a day ſhould not paſs you 


withoar a fall, zor thar  ' 


fall be without an hurt, 


and -that hart proceed. 


 wnto a wound, and that 
wound not be mortal, 
but even next to 7, 
Hooks like an artifice and 
contrivance of Provi- 
dence to ſhew you how 


NnEcAar : } 
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near it could g0 without 


cutting thorough that 


flender thrcd of lite, 


that it might indear to 


you its accurate fuper- 
imtendency over your 
life, that there might 
nere be a remarkable 
juncture 77 that thred, 
and that mhenſoever 
{uch a day ſhould re- 
volve in the cucle of 
Your year, zt. might. 
come again, and again, 
with a note upon it, 
under your eye, and ap- 
pear ever 10 you as ano- 
ther 
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ther Birth-day ; or as 
an carher day of refur- 
rection. 

Whereupon, my ho- 
noured Lord, the fur- 


ther deſign of that Pro- 


wvidence is to be tho- 


roughly ſtudied, and 


pondered deeply. Þor it 


ſhews it ſelf to be, at 
once, both mercifull , 
and wile, and as upon 
the one account 2t be- 
long'd to it to deſign 
kindly to you, ſo upon 
the other, to form its 
deſign aptly, and ſo as 

| that 


I 
x 
#+ 
's 
« 
[1/4 
. 
es 
+» 
-» 
F 
| 
Ls 


1 
' - 
# 
| jj 
3 
-» 
"Y 
[.s 


The Epiitk Dedicatory. 
that its means, and 


method might fitly both 


ſcrve, and ſignify its 
end. 

If, therefore , your 
Lordſhip ſhall be in- 
duct to rechon the 
counſel acceptable , 
which hath been given 
you, upon this occa- 
fon, and to think the 
offering your ſelf to 
God, a living Sacrifice, 
under the endearing ob- 
ligation of ſo great a 
mercy #5, indeed, a rca- 
ſonable ſeryice. Tour 


life 
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life by that dedication 
acquires a ſacredneſs , 
becomes an holy, divine 
life. And ſo by one, and 
the ſame means, is not 
 onely reriewed, and pro- 
longed in the fame kind 
of natural hte, but 35 
alſo heightned and im- 
proved 0 a nobler, 
and far more excellent 


kind. And thus, out of 


that umbrage ozely and 
ſhadow of death, which 
fat upon one day of your 
time ſprings a double 
birth, a:d reſurrection 


to 
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1 | to you. Whereby (as our 
| Apoſtle ſpeaks in another 
e | place of this Epiſtle ) yore 


| come to yield your felf 
| to God as one alive 


"t 

p- | from the dead. 

d | So your New year 
is | (which ſbortly after be- 
\- | gins) will alwaies be to 
, [you a freſhſerting forth 
it | in that new, and holy 
f | courſe of life, which 


d PF ſball at length (and God 
h | grant it to be, after the 
x | revolution of many 
e \ frunfull Years, wherein 
| you may continue a pub- 


lick 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. Þ 
Iick blefing iz this | 
4 wretched world ). end, | 
4 and be perfected 1n a ' 
; ſtare of life not meaſu- | 
red by time, wherein ' 
you are to be ever with . 


the Lord. | 


| Which will anſwer the 


delign of that merct- | 
tull providence 20- | 
wards you; and of this | 
performance (. how | 


mean fſoeyer ) of 


of 


4 


Your Honours 
- moſt obedient, 
ker: | J ohn Howe, ? 


—_ 


wy. Ii C43 


this | bs. 
ad, | Selt-dedication. 
1a6 

ſa- | Rom. 12. I. 


ein | 7 beſeech you therefore, bre- 
ith thren, by the mercies of 
 CGod, that you preſent your 
bodies a living Sacrifice, 
the | koly, acceptable unto God, 
cl} which 3 your reaſonable 
8 /ervice. 


to- | 

Is | / TL things are more 

OW | eſpecially conſidera- 
E ble in theſe words : The 


E matter of the Exhortation , 
- that we would preſext our 
. + bodies a living Sacrifice, ho- 
: ly, acceptable to God, our 


nt }- reaſonable ſervice. And the 
owe, | B þa- 


SE the 


2 Celf-dedication. 


pathetick form of obteſtation 
that 1s uſed to enforce it. 
T beſeech you by the mercies 
of God. 

The former I intend for 
the principal ſubject of the 
tollowing Diſcourſe ; And 
ſhall onely make uſe of the 
other, tor the purpoſe unto 
which the holy Apoſtle doth 
here apply it. 

Our bulineſs therefore 
muſt be to ſhew the im- 
port of this Exhortation. 
In the doing whereof, we 
thall , 

r. Explain the zterms 

wherein the 7ext de- * 
hvers it. 

2. Declare, more di- 


Ninaly, the nature of 


4 
; 
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the thing expreſled by 
them. 

r. For the terms. By 
bozlies ] we are to under- 
ſtand oxr whole ſelves, ex- 
preſt here ( /ynecdochical- 
ly ) by the name of bodies 
for diſtinction ſake. Tt ha- 


ving been wonted, . hereto- 


fore, to offer in Sacrifice 


the bodies of beaſts; The 
Apoltle lets them know 
they are zow to ofter uP 
their own, Meaning, yer, 
their whole man, as ſome of 
the following words do 
intimate; and agreeably to 
the piain meaning of the 
Exhortation ; 1 Cor. 6. 20. 
Glorify God in your bodies 
and ſpirits which are his. 
B 2 Sa- 
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Sacrifice ] 1s not to be 
underſtood in this place in 
2 more reſtrained ſenſe, 
than as it may ſignify 
whatſoever is, by Gods 
own appointment , dedica- 
ted to himſelf. 

According to the ffricter 
notion of a Sacrifice its more 
voted general diitinCtion 
( though the Fewi/h be ve- 
a 7 variouſly di- 
gonius ds {Uributed ® ) 1s 1n- 
Repub. Heb. to propitzatory , 
Te and gratulatory , 

or Euchariſtical. 
Chriſtzanity in that ſtrict 
ſenſe, admits but One, and 
that of the former ſort. By 
which One ( that of him- 


ſelf) our Lord hath perfec- 


ted 


we 
[ = 
"A 
$5 
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ted for ever them that are 
ſanfttified. We our ſelves; 
or any ſervice of ours, are 
onely capable of being Sa- 
crifices, by way of analogy 
and that chiefly to the other 
ſort. And ſo all fincere 
Chriſtians are, as lively 
ſtones, built up a ſpiritual 
houſe, an holy prieſthood, tg 
offer up ſpiritual ſacrifices , 
acceptable to God by Feſus 
Chriſt, 1 Pet. 2. 5. being 
both Temple, Pricfls, and 
Sacrifices all at once. As 
our Lord himſelf, in his 
peculiar ſacrificing _ - allo 
WAS. 

In the addition of | //> 
ving ] the delign is carry'd 
on of ſpeaking both by 

B 3 way 
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way of alſafton, and oppojtri- 
on to the ritual ſacrificing. 
By way cf alluſion. For a 
Morticinum, any thing dead | 
of of it ſelf, the Iſraelites F 
i DezteegPas, WEre not to cat | 
Ir themſefves, be- |] 
cauſe they were an holy : 
People (though they might 
give it toa ſtranger) much 
more had it keen deteſta- 
ble, as a ſacrifice fo God. 
The beaſt muſt be brought 
alive to the Altar. Where- 
as then we are alſo to offer _ 
our bedies, a living ſacri- W 
fice, 10 far there muſt Le 

an agreement. Yet allo, a 

difference ſeems not ob- 

ſcureiy ſuggeſted. The vic- | 
um , brourht alive, to be | 


ſacrt- 


I” 
- : > 


bs ata cab 2 - ” 


Self dedication. #7 


ſacrificed, was yet, to be 
ſlain, in ad? ik - But 


here, /iving may allo fig- 
nity continuing to live.. 
You { 9. 4. ) may be Sa- 
crifices and yet /7ve on. 
According to the ſtri&t no- 
tion we find given of a Sa- 
crifice it is ſomewhat to be, 
in the preſcribed way, de- 
ſtroyd, and that muſt pe- 
riſh, in token of __, 

: : phen- 
their entire devO- burg. Schl. 
tednefs to God Sacrific. 
who offer it. When © 9995 
we offer eur ſelves, life will 
not be toucht by -1t, or at 
all impair'd, but improved 
and ennobled highly , Ly 
having a ſacredneſs added 
to it. Your bodies are to 
B.4- be 
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be offered a ſacrifice, but 
an unbloudy one. Such as 
you have no cauſe to be 
ſtartled at, it carries no 
dread with it, life will be 
{till whole in you. Which 
ſhews by the way tis not 
an inanimate body, without 
the Soul. But the Sodily 
life is but alluded to, and 
ſuppoſed, 'tis an higher and 
more excellent one, that 1s 
meant ; 7he ſpiritual, di- 
wane fe, as Chap. 6.13. 
yeeld your ſelves to God, as 
thoſe that are alive from 
the dead... And verl. I. 
ſhews what Z7hat being 
alive means, Reckon your 
ſelves to be dead indeed un 
Z0 ſin, Lut alive unto God 

| troeh 
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through Feſus Chriſt. Alive 
by a life which means God, 
which aims at him, termi- 
nates in him, and is derivd 
to you through Chriſt, As 
he alſo ſpeaks Gal. 2. 19, 
20. I am dead to the Law, 
that I might live to God. 
T am crucify d with Chrift. 
Nevertheſs I live, yet not 
T, but Chriſt liveth in me; 
and the life which I now 
live in the fleſh, I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me , and gave 

himſelf for me. | 
Holy ] though it be in- 
cluded in the word Sacri- 
fice, 1s not in the Greek 
3vasz , and was therefore 
added without verbal ta:- 
B 5 zology. 


to SCSeif-dedication. 

zology. And there were, 
however, no rea/ oe. For 
there is an holineſs that 
ſands in an entire reditude 
of heart and life , by which 
we are conform'd, in both, 


to the nature and will of 


God, beſides the relative 
oue which redounds upon 
any perſon or thing, by 
due dedication to him. 
And which former 1s pre- 
required, 7# the preſent Sa- 
crifice, that it may be, as 
it follows, acceptable to 
God ] not as though 7here- 
Gy it. became acceptable , 
but as that without which 
it 1s not ſo. Yet alſo holz- 


zeſs, in the nature of the 
thing, cannot but be grate-- 


tuli 


Tn 10et 


_Om—_ 
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full to God or well-pleaſing 
(as the word here , , 
uſed ſignifies) but 
not ſo as to reconcile a 
perſon to him, who was, 
before, a ſinner, and hath 
ſtill fin in him. But ſup- 
poſing the ſtate of ſuch a 
perſon firſt made, and con- 
tinued good , that reſem- 
blance of himſelf cannot 
but be pleaſing in the eyes 
of God, but fundamentally 
and ſtatedly in and for 
Chriſt, as 1 Pet. 2. 5. ( be-_ 
tore quoted.) This there- - 
tore ſignifies, both how 
ready God is to be well 
pleated with ſuch a Sacri- 
fice, and alſo ſignifies the 


uality of the. Sacrifice it 
bin ſelf,” 


; 4 Self dedication. 
felt, that it is apt to 
pleaſe. 

Reaſonable ſervice ] or 
worſhip, as the word {ignt- 
fies. This 1s alſo ſpoken 
accommodately, to the no: 
tion given before of offering 
our ſelves, in; oppoſition 76 
the former vitlims wherein 
Beaſts were the matter of 
the Sacrifice. Thoſe were 
brute Sacrifices. You (q4.d.) 
are to offer reaſonable ones. 
And it ſignifies our minds 
and underſtandings the ſcat 


of reaſon, with our wills 


and affections that are to 
pe governed by it, muſt all 
be ingredient as the matter 
of that Sacrifice. Implying 
alſo the ri2ht God hath in 
US, . 


N 
J- 
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us, whence nothing can be 
more reaſonable than to of= 
ter our ſelves to him. 

Preſent | that is, dedi- 
cate, devote your ſelves, 
ſet your ſelves before God, 
as they did /rftere ad altare,. 


preſent at the altar , the 


deſtin'd Sacrifices, make 
them ſtand ready for im- 
molation. You are 1o to 
make a tender of your 
ſelves as if you would fay, 
**Lord, here I am, wholly 
* thine. I come to ſurren- 
« der my felt, my- whole 
« life and being, to be en- 
* tirely, and always,at thy 
« diſpoſe, and for thy uſe. 
« Accept a devoted, ſelf-re- 
* ſigning Soul ! | 
Thus: 


74 CSelf dedication. 


Thus we are brought to 
the thing ir ſelf. Which 
now 

2. In the next place 
( with leſs regard to the 
alluſtve terms) we come 
more diſtinctly to open, 
and explain. It 1s briefly 
but the dedicating of our 
ſefves. Or as it 1s 2 Cor. 8. 
5. The giving our own 
fſetves to the Lord. So 
thoſe Macedonian Converts 
are ſaid to have done. 
And there is a ſpecial no- 
tice to be taken therein of 
the word [ firit ] which 
puts a remarkableneſs up- 
on that paſſage. The A- 
poitle 1s commending their 
liberal Charity towards in- 
digent 


Self-dedication. =5 
digent necc/Jitous Chriſtians. 
And ſhews how their Chare- 
ty was vegan in Piety. They 
did not onely, moſt treely 
give away their ſubſtance , 
tor the reliet ot ſuch as 
were in want, but jir/# 
they gave their own ſelves 
to the Lord. 

But that we may not 
miſconceive the nature of 
this att, of giving our 


fſetves, we muſt know, it 


is not Aonation, in the 
{trict, and proper ſenſe ; 
ſuch as confers a right up- 
on the Doxee, or to him 
to whom a thing is ſaid to 
be given. We cannot be 
ſaid to collate, or transfer a 
right to him, who is, be- 
fore, 
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fore, Dominus abſolytus: ; 
The onely Proprietor and 
Supreme Lord of- all. It 
is more properly but a ?r4- 
aition, a ſurrender or deli- 
very of our ſelves, upon 
the ſuppoſal, and acknow- 
ledgment of his former 
right. Or the putting our 
ſelves into his poſſeſſion, tor 
his appointed uſes and fer- 
vices, out of which we had 
injuriouſly kept our ſelves 
before. "Tis but giving 
him his own, as 1 Cron. 29. 
I4 Al things come of 
thee, and of thine own 
have we given thee. It 1s 
onely a conſent, and obed;- 
ence to his moſt rightful 
claim., and demand of us., 
or 
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or a yeilding our ſelves to 
him , as it is ſgnificantly 
expreſt in the mentioned 
6. to the Rom. 13. Though 
there the word is 
the ume wah 
» OT pl 

that 1 the Zexr?, own 
which here we 
reade preſent. 

An { now that we may 
more diſtinctly open the 
nature of this Se/f-dedica- 
tion, we {ſhall thew what 
ouglt to accompany and 
quality it, that we may be 
a ſuitable and gratetull Pre- 
lent to Ium, in evangelical 
accepration, worthy of God 
ſuch as he requires, and 
Will acce Pr. 


x. i 


_ mats at 
w_—O_— Sus Io +» - 
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1. It muſt be done wth 
knowledge, and underſtan- 
ding. It cannot but be an 
intelligent alt. Tis an att 
of Religion and Worſhip, as 
it 15 called in the Text 
{Service we reade it, which 
1s much more genera], but 
the word is Azleaz, wor- 
ip ) Tis indeed the firit 
and fundamental act of 
worſhip. And it 1s requi- 
red to be a rational alt. 
Tour reaſonable ſervice. Re- 
lIigion cannot move blind- 
told. And though Azowledge 
and Reaſcn arc not through- 
out words of the ſame fig. 
nification, and latitude ; 
yet the former is partly 
preſuppoſed unto the latter, 
and 


. 
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and partly improved by it, 


nor can therefore be feverd 


from it. 


la the preſent caſe it is 
eſpecially neceſſary we d/- 


/tinilly know , and appre- 


end the ſtate ot things be- 


tween God and us. 


That 


we underſtand our elves to 
have been ( with the reſt. 
ot men) in an apeſtacy, 
and revolt trom God, that. 
we are recalled unto him, 
that a Mediatour 1s appoin- 
ted on purpoſe thorough 
whom we are to approach 
him, and render our ſeives. 
back unto him. That ſo 
this may be our ſenſe in 
our return, * Lord, I have 
* here brought thee back a 


* ſtray, 


Om <A - -_ - pe oe 
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*« tray, a wandring crea. 
* ture, mine own ſelf. [1 
* have heard what the Re- 
* deemer, of thy own con- 


_ *ſtituting hatii done and 


* ſuffered for the reconci- 
* ling and reducing of 
* ſuch, and, again/t thy 
* kyown deſign, I can no 
« longer withhold my ſelf. 

2. With ſerious conftde- 
ration. Tt muſt be a delibe. 
rate act, How many wn- 
derſtand matters of greateſt 
importance, which they 
never confider, and perill1 
by nor conſidering what they 
know / 

Conſideration 1s nothing 
elſe but the revo/ving of what 
we knew before, The actu- 
ating 


I 
\ 
- 
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ating the habitual know- 
kdge we had of things. A 
more diſtin reveiwing of 
our former notices belong- 
ing to any cafe, a recollec- 
ting and gathering them 
up, a comparing them to- 
gether ; And, tor ſuch as 


* appear more momentous , 

; 2 repeating, and inculca- 

| ting them upon our ſeives, 

| , 

{ that we may be urgd on 
to ſuitable action. 


. this, though of ze /eff, 


OW 


And 


without the power and 1in- 
L fluence of the divine SP2- 


rift, 1s not ſufficient, yet 
| being rhe means he works 
7 by, 1s moſt neceſſary to our 
| becoming Chriſtians, 4. e. if 


| we ſpeak of becoming 


ſo, 
not 


| | 22 Self-dedication. 
not by fate, or by chance, 
as too many onely are, but 
1 PA our own chorce and de- 
i 7 


Chriſt, whereof we are 
diſcourſing. For upon our 
having thus conſidered and 
comprehended the whole 
compals of the cafe in our 
thoughts, either the tem- 


IEEE: CORD on 


ſuch that we would, here- 
upon, dcdicate our ſelves, 


would, it 15 becauſe we 
the objections, which, with- 


out ſuch pondering of both, 


we 


,. Which is the ſame 
thing with dedicating OUY *: 
ſelves to God thorough | 


Fg Sa 


per oi our hearts would be ' 


or we would not; it we. 


''F ſhould judge the arguments * 
| for it more weighty than | 


ce. 
but 
' de- 


ame 


OUHFY *t: 


ough | 


are 
our 
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hole 
our 
em- 
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we are not likely to appre- 
hend, and ſo, tor want of 
this conftderation, are never 
likely to become Chr:/rzans 
at all, Or, tt we would 
not, it 1s becauſe to the 
more carnal temper ot our 
hearts the objedticns would 
outweigh. And then, if 
we do ſeem to content, it 
is becauſe what 7s fo be ob- 
jetted came not in view. 
And ſo we thculd be Chri- 
ftians to no purps/-. Our 
contract with the i.edee- 
mer were void in the ma- 
king, we ſhould onely ſeem 
pleaſed with the terms of 
Chriſtianity , becauſe we 
have /not digeſted them in 
our thoughts. So our act 

un- 


”y 


pent and revolt. 
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undoes it ſelf in the very 
doing. It carries an 2mp/z- 
cit, virtual repentance 1n 
it, of what 1s done. We en- 
ter our ſelves Chriſtians, 
upon ſurprize, or miſtake. 
And if we had conſidered 
what we are, conſequent- 
ly, to doe, what to for- 
bear, what to forego, what 
to endure, would not have 
done it. And thereiore 
when we do come di- 
ſtinctly to apprehend all 
this, are hike actually to re- 
As they 
70h. 6. who while they un- 
deritood not what it was 
to be a Chriſtian, ſeem'd 
very forward followers of 
Chriſt, But when they did 

| more 
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Self-dedication. 25 
more fully underſtand it , 
upon his telling them plain- 
ly, went back and walked 
no more with him. And he 
lets them go (9. 4.) © mend 
* your ſelves it you can, ſee 
©* where you can get you a 
* better Maſter. 

F. With a determinate 
jadgment, at length, that 
this ought to be done. There 
are two extremes in this 
matter. Some will not con- 
ſider at all, and ſo not doe 
this thing; and ſome will 
conſider always, and ſo, ne- 
ver doe it. Stand, /ha/l 7 
ſhall T2 halt berween two 
Opinions. Theſe are both 
of them very vicious and 


taulty extremes in reference 
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to the management even of 
ſecular affairs, both of them 
contrary to that prudence 
which ſhould govern our 
actions, z. e. when men wall 
never conſider what 1s ne- 


_ ceſſary to be done, and ſo 


negle& their moſt impor- 
tant concernments ; or, 
when. they will never have 
done conſidering, which is 
the ſame thing as it they 
had never taken up any 
thought of. the matter at 
all. Indeed, in the prefent 
cafe "tis a reproach to the 
bleſled God to conſider 
longer than till we have 
well digeſted the ſtate of 
the cafe. As if it were 'a 


difficulty to determine the | 


mart- 


ICC 
ur 


ll 
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matter, between him and 
the Devil, winch were the 
better, or more righttull 
Lord ! We muſt at laſt be 


at a point, and come to a 


judicious determination of 
the queſtion. As thoſe ſin- 
cerely reſolved Chriſtians 
had done, Fohn. 6. 68, 69. 
who allo expreſs the rea- 
ſons that had ( before that 
time no doubt ) determt- 
ned them. Lord, whither 


ſhall we go 2 thou haſt the 


words of eternal life. And 
we believe, and are ſure, 
that thou art that Chriſt , 
the fon of the living God. 

4- With /berty.of ſpirit, 
having thrown oft all for- 
mer bonds, and quite diſtn- 
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gaged our ſelves from other 
Maſters. As they ſpeak , 
Tſai. 2.6. 13. Other Lords 
beſides thee have had domi- 
niou over us, but by thee 
onely will we make mention 


of thy name. For our Sa- 


viour expreſly tells us, No 
man can ſerve two maſters, 
Matth.6.2.4. When thoſe De- 
dititit the people 
of Collatia, were 
about the buſineſs of capi- 
tulating in order to the ſur- 
render of themſelves, the 
queſtion put, on the Ro- 
mans part was, Eſine prpu- 
lus Collatinus in ſua poteſia- 
te? Are the Collatine peo- 


Livim,l.1. 


ple in their own power 2? 


wherein ſatisfaction being 
given 


- i... 
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given the matter 15 conclu- 
ded. In the preſent caſe of 
yeilding our ſelves to God, 
the queſtion cannot be con- 
cerning any previous tye 77 
point of right, or that could 
urge Conſcience. There 
cannot be ſo much as a 
plauſible pretender, againſt 
him. But there mult Lc 
a liberty, in oppoſition to 
preingaged inclinations, and 
affettions. And this muſt 
be the ſenſe of the ſincere 
Soul in treating the matter 
of its ſe/f-ſurrender, and de- 
dication, with the great 
God, to be able to fay to 
the queſtion , Art thou un- 
der mo former contrary 
bonds 2 © Lord, I am un- 
C 3 * ar 


5 2 PHY 90 7 II LIM 
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< der none, | know, that 
* orght to buad me, or tt 
* juſtly can, againlt thy tor- 
« mer ſovereign right. [ 
« had indecd taffercd other 
* bonds to take place 1n my 
« heart, and the atiections 
* of my Soul, but they 
«were bonds of iniquity , 
* which 1 ſcruple not to 
* break,and repent that ever 
*T made. I took my ſelt 
« indeed to be my own, 
* and have livd to my ſelf, 
* onely pleasd and 1ervd 
*and ſought my elf, as it 
«] were created and born 
** tor no other purpoſe, and 
* if the ſenſe of my heart 
* had bcen put into words, 
* there was inſolence e- 
* NOUg1 
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* nough to have conceivd 
*ſuch as theſe; not my 
* tongue onely, but my 
* whole man, body and 
*foul, all my parts and 
* powers, my eſtate and 
© name, and ſtrength, and 
*tume, are all my own ; 
* who 7s Lord over me ? 
* And while I pleasd my 
* ſelt with ſuch an umagi- 
* ned liberty, and felt do- 


© minton, no Idol was too 


* deſpicable to command 
«* my homage. I have done 
« worſe than proſtrated my 


* body to a ſtock, my 


« foul hath humbled it ſelf, 
*and bow'd down to a 
* clod of clay. My thoughts, 
* and deſires, and hopes, and 
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32 GSelf-dedicaticn. 
** joys have all ftoopt to 1 
*« mean tritles, as wealtl, 
* or caſe, or pleaſure, or 
* tame, all but ſo many 
*tragments of carth, or 
*( the lefs-conſiltent ) va- 
* pours ſprung from ir. 
** And whereas this world 
**15 nothing elite but a bun- 
* dle of Juſts, none of them 
* was too baſe to rule me. 
* And while I thought my 
** felf at liberty 7 have been 
a ſervant to corrupticn. 
** But now, Lord, I have, 
* through thy mercy learnt 
** to abandon and abhor my 
* fel. Thy grace appearing 
* hath tauzht me to deny 
be unzodlineſs and worldly 
* /uſfs, Thou haſt over- 
*« come, 


, ts 
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* come, enjoy thine own 
* conqueſt. IT am grievd 


* for 1t, and repent from 


* my foul that ever I did 
* put thee to contend for, 
*and conquer thine own. 
And fo doth this Se/fded:- 
cation carry 1n it repentance 
from dead works and to- 


wares God. 


5. With a plenary full 
bent of heart and will, As 
that, / have ſworn, and will 


perform , that 1 will keep 


thy righteous judgments , 
Plal. 119. 106. Or, that, 7 
have inclind my heart, to 
keep thy ſtarutes always un- 
:'0 the end, verſ.112. And 
herein doth this Self-ded;. 
cation more principally con-- 

C5 {1ſt, 


3 4 Seif-dedicaron. 
11ſt, U/z. 71 a reſc ved wil- 
lingneſ(s, tO yeild my we 

as God's own property, 

be for him, and not for ano- 

ther. W hich reſoſe edne fs of 
il, though 1 may, in ſo. 

yeral reſpects, admit of ſc 

veral names, or be clotheq 
with diſtin&t notions, 1s but 
one and the ſame ſub/tantiat 
act, It may be called, in 
reſpett of the competition 
which there was in the caſe, 
choice. Or 1n reſpect of 
the propry/al made to me of 
tuch a thing to be done, 
conſent. But theſe are, ab- 
ſtracting from theſe rete- 
rences, the /ame att, which, 
in it {elt conſidered, 1s one- 
iv a refolute volition, 17 
will 


Self-dedication. - 5 


will be the Lords. Whicl: 
reſolution, 1t one do (whe- 
ther mentally or vocally } 
diret to God or Chriſt, 
then it puts on the nature 
of a vow; and fo is fitly 
called devoting oneſelf. 

Ic carries 1n it, as a thing 
ſuppoſed, the implanted di- 
vine life and nature, where- 
by we are truly ſaid to pre- 
ſent our ſelves living Sacrt- 
fices as in the Text, or as 
it is exprelt in that other 
place, chap. 6.13. ro yeild_ 
our ſelves to God as ho 
that are alive from the 
tead.. ( as verl. 11.) alzve 
to God thorough Ch riſt Fe- 
{us our th” Which lite - 
is not to be underſtood : 


lm- 
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Jimply, but in a certain re- 
Wi ſpeet. For before, we were 
(1 not dead /imply, we were. 
" not dead , difinclind., or 
bt diſaffected to every thing, 
but peculiarly towards God 
and his Chriſt. That way 
we. were without any 1n- 
clination , motion , tenden- 
cy, or diſpoſition. And fo 
were dead quoad hoc, as to 
this thing, or in this re- 
ſpe. Were alienated from 
the life of God. Now we 
come to live this life, and 
are made by his grace to 
incline and move 7owards. 
him, of our own accord. 
Dead things ( or deſtitute 
of lite) may be moved by 
another, are capable of be- 


ing 


O elf-dedication, J7 
ing moyd wvwlcntly, with- 
out, or againſt inclination, 
hither, or thither. But a 
living creature can ſponta- 
neouſly move 7t ſelf, as, of 
its own accord, it inclines. 

And whereas there are 
two more-noble principles, 
that belong to this divine 
life and nature, Faith and 
Love. (A great and noted 
pair as may be ſeen in di- 
vers places of the New 7e- 
ſtament ) Theſe have both, 
an ingrediency into this 
Self-dedication. The nature 
of each ot them runs 1nto 
it, and may be pciceived 
in it. And it 1s hereupon 
a mixt att, partaking an 
influence, and tincture ( as. 
it 
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it were) from the one and 
the other of them. 

Faith reſpets the promz- 
ſes of God, and what we 
are, thereupon, to expect 
from him. And ſo our de- 
Aicating our ſelves, to God, 
is a /e/f-commi?ting. We give 
up our ſelves to him as a 
truſt, as the Apoſtles em- 
phatical expreſſion intt- 
mates. /Z/ Knew 
whom T7 have be- 
lieved, and I am perſwaded 
that he will keep that which 
T have committed unto him 
( Trex xarz I/xnrv pls) MY 
pawn or pledge, my fidei com- 
miſſum againſt that day. The 
Soul flies to God as z» a d;- 
ſtreſs, not knowing to be 

{ate 


2Tim.1.12. 
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late another way. As once 
a people, not able to ob- 


tain tutelage on other 


terms , ſurrender d them- 
ſelves to them whoſe help 
they fought, with ſome 
luch expreſſion, $7 ron no- 


ſtros, ſaltem veſtros. It not 


as ours, yet at leait as your 
own, ſave, protect, and de- 
tend us. Nor, in our /«r- 
rendring our ſelves to God, 
is this any way unſuitable, 
either fo us, or to him. Not 
zo us ; tor we are really di- 
ſtreſſed , ready to perith ; 
tis agreeable to the ſtate of 
our caſe. Not 70 him ; for 
it 1s glorious to him. A 
thing worthy of God to be 


4 retuge, and ſanctuary to 
Pen 


40 Self dedication. 
periſhing Souls ; and is 
thereupon a pleaſant thing, 
a Godlike pleaſure, ſuitable 
to a ſelf-ſufficient, and all- 
ſufficient being, who hath 
enough for himſelf, and for 
all others, whom he ſhail 
have taught not to "pile 
the riches of his goodneſs. 
He taketh pleaſure in them 
that fear him, and them 
that hope in his mercy, Pal. 
I47. 11. He watts that he 
may be gracious, and is ex- 
alted in ſhewing mercy, Iſa. 
30.18. He litts up him- 
felt when he does it, -agd 
watts that he may ; expects 
the opportunity, ſeeks out 
meet and ſuitable objects 
(as with thirſt and . appe- 
tite, 


Self-dedication. 4Y 
tite, an cnterpriling , vali- 
ant man 1s wont to doe en- 
counters, for none were. 
ever ſo intent. to deſtroy , 
as he is to fave) yea, makes 
them, preparcs them tor his 
purpoſe. Which he doth 
not, and needs not doe, zz 
point of miſery, ſo they can 
enough prepare themſelves ; 
But in point of humility , 
ſenſe of their neceſlity and 
unworthineſs, great need , 
and no deſert, nor diſpoli- 
tion to ſupplicate. 

Theſe are necdfull prepa- 
rations, make it decorous, 
and comely to him to ſhew 
mercy. A God #s to be 


ſought, with humble, pro- 


{ſtrate veneration. And fuch 
an 
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an opportunity he wars for: 
'Tis not fit tor him, not 
great, not majeſtick, to 
throw away his mercies , 
upon inſolent, and infentt- 
ble wretches. For, as there 
it follows, he wz the God of 
iadzment, a moſt accurate, 
judicious wiſedow, and pru- 
dence conducts and guides 
all the emanations of his 
flowing goodneſs. The part 
of which wiſedom and judg- 
ment 1s to nick the oppor- 
tunity, to take the fit ſea- 
ſon, when mcrcy will be 
moſt fitly plact, beſt attain 
its end, reliſh beſt, be moſt 
acceptable to them that thall 
receive it , and honourable 
to him that /hews it. And 

there- 


Self Aedicaticn. 13 
tacrctore (as is added) /Heſ- 


jed are they th 1t wast for 


jim, that labour to be in a 
poſture to mect him, on 
his CWn terms, and in his 
Own way. 

Let ſuch as have a mind 
to ſurrender and yield 
themſelves to him conſider 
this. Apprehend you have 
undone your ſelves and are 
loſt, Fall ketore him. Lie 
at the footitool of the mer- 
cy-leat. Willingly put year 
mouths in the duſt , if ſo be 
there may be hope. And 
there is hope. He ſeeks 
after you, and will not re- 
ject what he ſeeks, he one- 
ly waited to bring you to 
this. "Tis now a Jt #ime 
tor 
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for him; and a good time 


for you. And you may 


now, in reſigning, intruſt | 


your ſelves, alſo, to him. 
For his expreſs promiſe 1s 
your ſufiicient ground tor 


you, and be a fer 


ther to yeu, and ye ſhall be. 


my ſons and daughters. Un- 
derſtand the matter aright ; 
your preſenting, and yetl- 
ding your ſelves to him is 
not to be a deſperate att, 
Tis not caſting your ſelves 
away. You are not throw- 
ing your ſeli into flames, 


1 
f 
| 


* 


it. 7 wil] receive... 


ut upon tender mercies , | 


trither you may commit 
your felt. The thing that 
75 pleaſing fo him, and 

| which 
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which he invites you to 


(as he invites all 
the ends of the 
earth to look to him that 
they may be ſaved ) cannot 


Iſa. 45422, 


be unſafe, or unhappy to you. 


Again, Love hath a great 


' ingrediency into this ſelf 


retignation. And as zt hath, 
ſo it more admits to be cal- 
led dedicating, or devoting 
our ſelves. 

_ This holy , ingenuous 
principle reſpects more the 


| commands of God, as the 0- 
| ther doth his promiſes, and 


eyes his intereſt, as the 0- 
ther doth OHY OWNR, Fi his 


: dedition of our ſclves, as zt 


is influenct by it, deſigns 
the doeing all tor him we 
can, 
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can, as, by the other 1t doth: 
the receiving all. As by 
the other, we reſign our 
ſelves'to him for ſafery and 


felicity ; fo we do, by this 


tor ſervice and duty to our 


uttermoſt. And an ardent | 
lover of God thinks this a | 


little oblation. My felt ? 
Alas ! What am [ 2 too 


{mall a thing tor him, who | 


is a// love, and who, though 
he hath it 1n hand to trant- 
torm, and turn me into /ove 
too, ſuch as fo drofly, and 
limited a thing was capable 


of being made. How mean 
yet, and little 1s the ſubject | 


he hath to work upon ! an 
atom of duſt ! not combu- 
ſtible, or apt to be wrought 

upon 
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Self dedication. EY 
upon to this (to a divine 
and heavenly love) i:y any, 
but his, flame. And now 
therefore but a minute rk 
from the c!e1nc:r _ 've, 
that muſt, In we-ver, thus 
transform'd , ren! roads 
ts own originai * : tive 
ſeat ! It ſhall no+ fame 
upward. And tits is af 
the flame, 11 W huct1 it 15 
univerſally neceſſary , thy 
Sacrifice ſhould * aſcend. 
Which will refine onely , 
not conſume it. Though, 
that it may be offerd up in 
other flames, 1s not impoſ- 
- fible; nor will it be much 
regretted by you; if the 
caſe thould ſo require, nor 
thall be deſpiſed by _— 
Ie 


4% GCelf dedlication. 

he thall ſo ſtate the caſe. 
To give the body to be bur 
med, without /ove, goes -tor 
nothing. But it, in that 
way, we were called to ot- 
ter up o#r bodies, living ſa- 
crifices to God, it would 
(in an inferiour ſenſe) be 
an offering of a ſweet ſmel- 
ling favour, would even 
pertume Heaven , and dit- 
tuſe fragrant odours on 
carth. Nor would. be 
grudgd at by that love 
that firſt made our 56A%au- 
cov, the whole of our ſelves, 
an offering to God. And 
whoſe property it is to be | 
all things, to doe all things, 
to bear all things, to endure 
all things for him, whoſe we 
wholly 


— 
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wholly are. So that if he 
deſign any of us to be an 
SAoxgusur too, an Whole 
burnt offering, and will 
have us to glorify him 71 
the fire, Love will not re- 
tract its vow. But fay, at- 
ter our great patern, Not 
my will 4 thine be done : 
And as he, in his peculiar 
caſe, and deſign (not com- 
municable with us, though 
the temper of ſpirit ſhould 
be) Lo 7 come to doe thy 
will, O God. A body haſt 
thou (it now appears for 
this very purpoſe) prepared 


for me. . He loved us, and 


gave himſelf for us. So are 
we, from our love of him, 


to give ear ſelves for him, 
D and 


Fo Self-deatcation. 


and his uſe and ſervice, in 
whatioever kind he {hall 
appoint and preſcribe. Eve- 
ry true Criſtian 1s, in the 
preparation of his mind, a 
Martyr. But they are few 
whom he actually calls to 
it. Our Zove 1s ordinarily 
to thew it (elf in our keep- 
Ing hs commandments. And, 
with that deſign, we are to 
preſent our ſelves to him, as 
the re/olved, ready inſtru- 
ments of Is ſervice and 
praiſe. As Rom. 6.13. Net- 
ther yeild ye your mem- 
bers as inſtruments of un- 
righteouſneſs unto fin : but 
yeeld your ſelves unto God as 
thoſe that are alive from the 
dead, and your members as 

in- 
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iuſtraments of righteouſneſs 
unto God. 

Thus having been more 
large -upon; What was more 
ellentisl, in this dedication 
of our 'felves', I fhall be 
breiter in moſt of the other 
things belonging to it. 

. 6. It mult, ' further, be 
done with'a concomitant ac- 
ceptance of God. His Cove- 
zant (which is now enter'd) 
is oftentimes ſumm'd up, 7 
will be your God, and you 


ſball be my people. ' And is 


reſembled , and frequently 
repreſented by the nuprzal 
contralt, Tn which there 1s 
mutual giving , and taking. 
We are to reſign, and ac- 
cept at the ſame time. To 
D 2 take 
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take him to be our God, 
when we yeild our ſelves to 
be his. 

7. With an explicite re- 
ference to the Lord Chriſt. 
We are to dedicate our 
ſelves, after the tenour of a 
Covenant whereof he 7zs 
the Mediatour. God doth 
not, upon other terms , 
treat with Sinners. You: 
are not to ofter at ſuch a 
thing as dedicating your 
felves to him, but in the. 
way, and upon the terms, 
upon which you are to be 
accepted. The divine plea- 
ſure is declared and known, 
how great a one, he muſt 
be in all the tranſa&tions of 
God, with men; yea, and 
rQ- 
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towards the whole Crea- 
tion. Ephe/.1. 6,7, 8, 9.10. 
Fle hath made us accepted 
in the beloved. In whom 
we have redemption through 
his bloud, the forgiveneſs of 
fims, according to the riches 
of bis grace. Iherein he 
hath abounded towards us iz; 
all wiſedom and prudence, 
Having made known unto us 
the myſtery of his will, ac- 
cording to his good pleaſure, 
which he had purpoſed in 
himfelf. That in the diſpen- 
ſation of the fulneſs of times, 
he might gather togeiier in 
one all things in Chriſt, Foth 
which are in heaven, and 
which are on earth, even in 
him. We mult take heed 

D 3 how 
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how we heglect, or over 
look him, who is by divine 
appointment ſo high in 
power, and with whom we 

have ſo. great a concern. 


8. With deep bumility,and 


abaſement of our ſelves, in 


conjunction with a. Profound 
reverence and veweration of 
the divine Majeſty. There 
ought to be the lowlieſt 
ſelt-abaſement, ſuch as that 
good man expreſſes, Ezra g. 
6. (varied to ones own caſe) 
O my Ged, I am aſhamed, 

and bluſh to Iift up my face, 

zo thee, my God : for mine 
mniquities are increaſed over 
mine head , and my treſpaſs 
75 grown up unto the heavens. 
And indeed this is naturally 
conle- 
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conequent, upon what was 
laſt ſaid, oi the regard that 
ought to be had, in this mat- 
ter, to the Medziatovr. For 
ſurely that wery conſtitution, 
IS, 1nN it felt, an humtling 
thing to us. And we can- 
not apply our ſelves to God 


ſuitably to it, but with a felt: 


abaſing ſenſe of our own 
ſtate and caſe. Our comire, 
and texdring our ſelves 70 
God, in a Mediator, 1s, n its 
very nature, an humzliation ; 
and carries With it 2 tacit 
conteſlion that i» oxr ſelves 
we have nothing, deferve 
nothing , are nothing, are 
worſe than notiung. And 
that onely this conlticution 
of his could juſtity our offe- 
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ring our ſelves to him, wth 
any hope of acceptance. Or 
make it leſs than an inſolent 
preſumption, for Smmers to 
approach him and expect to 
be received into his preſerce, 
and ſervice. It 1s not for 
ſuch as we, to behave our 
ſelves towards him, as it we 
either had not offended, or 
were capable of expiating 
our own offence.. Yea, and 
it there had been nothing of 
delinquency 1n the caſe, yet 
great humility becomes ſuch 
applications to him. And 
that in conjunction with the 
profoundeſt reverence and ve- 
xeration of him. For our ve- 
ry bufinels in this Se/f-ded;. 
cation is worſhip (as the word 
in 


Self-dtdication. 57 


in the Text hath been noted 
ro ſignify.) And it is the fr// 
and molt principal part of all 
the worſhip we owe to him, 
as Was noted from 2 Cor. 8. 
5.) fundamental to all the 
tcit. We muſt have btetore 
our eycs the awful! Majeſty 
and glorious greatneſs of God. 
WhichScripture often ſpeaks 
of, as one notion of his holi- 
ze/s, and wilich we are to 
have principal reference un- 
co in all the ſolemn homage 
we pay to him; g, wc. 
as Sacrifices are 
well obſerved to have hcen 
offered to him /o conſidered. 
And therefore, by this con/t- 
deration, their ſuitablenets 
co him is to be meaſured, 15s 
D 5 $i 
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he doth himfelt mſiſt, Ma. 
I.14. Curſed be the deceiver, 
which hath in his flock a male, 
and noweth and ſacrificeth un- 
to the Lord a corrupt thing, 
tor I am a.great King, ſaith 
the Lord of hofts, 'and my 
name is dreadfull among: the 
heathen. 

9. With great joy and glad- 
neſs of heart. It ought to be | 
accompanied with the high- 
eſt gults and relithes of plea- 
ſure, both from the apprebex- 
ded congruity of the thing, 
and the expectation we have 
of acceptance. The thing it 
jeff. ſhould be pleaſant to us. 
We are to do It as taſting 
our own act, as they did, | 
i Chron:29.9. The people re 
toiced” p 
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Joiced for that they offered 


willingly. The (clt-devoting 
perſon thould be ableroutter 
this as his ſenſe, © Gladam 
*I, that I amany thing, that 
©* I have a being, a Soul,a rea- 
* ſonable intelligent being, 
*capable of becoming a ſa- 
*crifice to him. And that 
there is hope of being acce- 
pted ; How great a. Joy 1s 
that | The Apoſtle makes ſo 
great a thing of it, that he 
ſpeaks, rx Cor. 5.8,9. as if 
hecared not whether he was 
in the body, or out of the body, 
fo he might be accepted. Nu- 
ptzals (that reſemble, as hath 
been ſaid, this Tranſattion 
between God and the Sou], 


wherein . there is mutual 
6 .. 
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Giving and Accepting) are 
wont to be Seaſons of great 
teſtivity and gladneſs. The 
great God himſelt rejoyces 
in this cloſure, with /ach a 
joy, (ſa. 62.5. As a bride- 
groom rejoiceth over his 


bride, ſo will thy God re- 


Joice over thee) and ſhall 


not we-2 How infinitely 
more amiable and dele&a- 
ble is the object of or chozce, 
than 4x. When we are to 
rejoice in the ſupream and 
moſt perfett excellency. Fe, 
mm what 1s cloathed over 
(if he did not ſuperinduce 4. 
other clothing ) with moſt 
loathſome deformity / 


10. With 
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ro. With an ingenuous 
candour and ſimplicity, with 
that /incerity which is to 
be as the Sa/z of your Sacrt- 
fice, (Mark 9.) Withour la- 
tent reſerves, or an hidden 
meaning, diſagreeing to his. 
Which were both unjuſt 
and vain. @njuſt; tor we 
may not deceive any. And 
Vain; for we caunot deceive 
him. The cafe admits not 
of reſtrictions, it muſt be 
done abſolutely , without 
any limitation, or reſerve. 
You have heard this Se/f- 
dedication 1s, in part, an act 
of love. And what /imz? can 
be ſet to a love, whoſe ob- 
je&t is infinite? A natural li 
mit "tis true, as it 15 the love 
Of 
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of a creature, 1t cannot but 
have; but a choſew one it 
ought never to have, as if 
we had lovd enough. You 
know what kind of love 1s, 
(and cannot but be) due to 
the all comprehending God. 
With all thy heart , ſol, 
mind, and might, &c. So 
without exceprzon, that Maz- 
monides, reciting 
pr pY thoſe words, adds 
etiamſr tollat ani- 
mam tuam. The ſtream of 
thy love to him muſt not. 
be diverted, or alter its 
courſe, tho he would take 
away thy very life, or ſoul. 
Ii. With the concomitant 


{urrender to him of all that 


we have. For they that, by 
their 
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their own a&, and acknow- 
ledgment , are not them- 
Jetves, their own, but devo- 
ted, muſt alſo acknowledge 
they are owzers of nothing 
elſe. In that mentioned 
form of Surrender in Livie, 
When Egerivs, on the Ro- 
mans part had en- 
quired, Are you Eftifne v0s le- 
the Embaſſadours HT 
ſent by the people pulo Collatino, 
of. Collatia that 7 7 MP 
; umg; Collatt- 
you may yield up num dederi- 
your ſelves and ts? _ 
the Collatine peo- juifne _ 
ple? and it was pipulum Col- 
anſwered, we are. Pr gjagk, SG M 
And it was-again gram, termi- 
asSkt. Are the — > 
Collatine people vina , huma- 
; R 
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naq, omua,m 
meam popu- 
l:que Roman! 
dittonem? De- 
- dimus. At e- 
go rectpr. Live 
abi prins. 


the people 


an their own por- 
er 2 and anſwer- 
ed, they are. It 
is further enqui- 
red, do you deli- 
ver up your ſebves, 
of Collatia, your 


City, your Fields, your Wa- 
ter, your Bounds, your Tem- 
ples, your Utenfils, all things 
that are yours, both Divine, 
and Humane, into mine, and 
the people of Romes power ? 
they ſay we deliver up all. 
And he anſwers, So T7 re- 


cerve you. 


So do they who 


deliver up themſelves to 
God, much more, all that 
they called theirs. God in- 
deed is the only Proprietor, 
Men are but a/«fruttaaries. 


They 
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They have the «/e of what 
ſ his providence allots them); 
He reſerves to himſelt the 
property ; and limits the aſe 
/o far, as that all are to be 
accountable to him for all 
they poſſeſs. And are to 
uſe nothing they have, but 
' as under him, and for him, 
as alſo they are to do them- 
ſelves. Therefore as they 
are required to glorifie him 
with their bodzes, and ſpi- 
rits which are his, ſo they 
are to honour him with their 
ſubſtance, upon the ſamerea- 
ſon. But few effeCtually 
apprehend his right in their 
perſons; Which, as we. arc 
therefore to recognize, in 
this Dedication o: our ſelves 
to 
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to him ; So we are, » a | C 
like general ſenſe, todevote | {c 
to him all that we enjoy mm | c 


the world. That is, as all 1] 
are not to devote thermſelves t 
ſpecially to ſerve him in a | 
ſacred office; But all are I 
obliged to devote themſelves | « 
to his ſervice in the. gene- \ 
ral: So, though all are not 
required to devote their | + 
eſtates, to ?his or that par- | 
ticular pious uſe, they ' are 
obliged to uſe them wholly 
for his glory, in the general, 
and tor. the ſervice of his In- 
tereſt in the world. We are 
obliged neither to withhold 
from him, nor miſpend , 
theſe his mercies; but muſt 
live righteoully ( wherein 
Charzty 
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ECoarity is - comprehended/) 


ſoberly and godly in it, de- 


cline no opportunities that 
thall occur to us, ( within 
the compaſs of our own 
{phere, and ſtation) of do- 
ing him (though never fo 


coſtly, and hazardous) ſer- 


vice, mult forſake all and 
follow. him, when our du- 
Js and our continued poſ- 
eſſion of this worlds goods, 
come to be inconlſiltent ; 
muſt ſubmit patiently toour 
lot, when that falls out to 
be our caſe; Or to any pro- 
vidence by which we are 
bereaved of our worldly 
comforts, with that temper 
of mind, as to be able chear- 
tully to ſay, The Lord hath 


grven 
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grven, the Lord hath taken 
away, bleſſed be the name of 
the Lord. 

It is indeed the greateſt 
abſurdity imaginable, that 


they who are not Maſters of 


themſetves ſhould think it 
permitted them, to uſe what 
comes to their hands, as they 
lift ; tor the ſervice of their 
own luſts, and the gratify- 
10g of a rebel fleſh, that hath 
rejected the Government of 


their own Reaſon, and of 


all divine laws at once. Or 
that he who hath fo abſo- 
lute a right im them, ſhould 
not have that right in what 
he hath committed to them, 
as to preſcriberules to them, 
by which to uſe and umploy 
it. 
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it. At the ſame time, and 
in the ſame ſenſe, wherein 
we make a Dedition of our 
ſelves; We do the ſame 
thing as to all that we have. 
Even according to com- 
mon, humaneeſtimate, ac- 
cording to what intereſt 
men havein others, or pow- 
er over them they have a 


| correſpondent intereſt in 


what they poſſeſs. They 
that abſolutely ſurrender 
themſelves to the power of - 
another , - leave not them- 
ſelves capable of proper do- 
minion as to any thing, 
Therefore ſays the Czvz/ 
Law, Non licet Ded7#1t77s 
teſtamenta facere.They were 
ſo under ſeveral notions 'tis 
true, 
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true, but':they that were 
{trictly io, had not power to 
make a will,. as having no- 
thing to. difpole of. No 
man, has certainly. a power 


to diſpoſe of any thing (and 


when they ſyrrender them- 
ſelves by their own act and 
deed to God, they acknow- 
ledge fo mich). otherwiſe 


than as dzvine rules direct, | 


or permit. They have a 
right in what is duty 
theirs, againſt the Comnter-= 
claim, of may, but none, 
ſure, -againſt the claim, and 
all diſpoſing power of God, 
whether ftgaid by his 
Law, or by tus Providence. 
Therefore with this temper 
of mind ſhould this Se/f-de- 
dica- 
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dication be made. © Lord 
* I here lay my ſelf, and all 
* that belongs to me, moſt 
* entirely at thy feet. A447 
* things are of thee (as they 
are brought in ſaying who 
make that willing joytull 
oftering,1Chron.2g.) © What 
**I have in the world is 
* more thine, than mzzxe. I 
** deſire neither to #/e, nor 
poſſeſs any thing , &ut by 
* thy leave, and for thy 
<a. Fn. 

12, With befitting cir. 
cumſtantial ſolemnity , 2. e. 
it. ought to be diredt, ex- 
preſs and explicit. Not to 
be hudled up in tacit, mute 
intimations only. We ſhould 


not content our ſelves that it 
be 
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be no more than imply, in 
what we do otherwiſe. And 
run on with it as a thing 
that muſt be _ , and 
taken for granted, never ac- 
tually performed and done. 
| It is very true indeed that 
a continued, uniform, courſe 
and ſeries of agreeable ac- 
tions, an holy life, and pra- 
dice carries a great deal 
more of fignificancy with 
it, than only having once 
ſaid, without this, concepris 
verbis, Lord I will be thine. 
Pradttice, whether it be 
good, or bad, more fully 
ſpeaks our ſenſe, and ex- | 
preſſes our hearts, than bare 
words, ſpoken at ſome par- 
ticular time, can do. For 
. they 
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they ar the moſt ſpeak bur 
ur preſent ſenſe at that 


time, and, perhaps, do not 
alwaies that; but a courſe 
of practice ſhews the habi- 
tual poſture and ſteady bent 
of our ſpirits. 

Nor do I think that a for- 
mal explicit tranſaction, 1n 
this matter, whether wvoca/ 
or mental, with circumiſtan- 
tial ſolemnity , is eſſential 
to a man's being a Chriſti- 
an, or an holy man. A 
fixed inclination and bent 
of heart towards God, tol- 
lowed (as it will be) with 
a courſe of practice beco- 
ming them that are his, will 
no doubt conclude a man's 
ſtate to be ſate and good 
E God- 
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God-ward. As one may, 
on the other hand, be 
- the devils ſervant all his 
daies, without having made 
a formal covenant with 
him. 

_ But yet, though ſo ex- 
plicit, and folemn a tranſ\- 
action of this matter be 
not eſſential to our Chriſti- 
anity (as what is faid to be- 
long only to the ſo/emnity 
of any thing is therein im- 
ply'd not to beof the eſſence 
of it) yet it may be a great 
duty torall that, and I doubt 
it not to be ſo. 

And it may here be worth 
the while, to inſiſt a little; 
that, if this indeed be a 
duty, it may obtain more 

1H 


\ Pp 


Self-dedication. - 75 


in our pradtice, than, per- 
haps it doth. Some, tho- 
rough meer inanimadver- 
tency, may not have con- 
{idered 1t ; others that have, 
may poſſibly think it /e/s 
needfull becauſe they reckon 
it was formerly done for 
them. They were born of 
Chriſtian parents, who de- 
dicated them to God from 
their birth; and they were, 
with ſolemnity, preſented to 
him i» their Baptiſm. What 
need we, then, do over 
again, a thing already done? 

Let us reaſon this matter 
therefore a while, and con- 
ſider whether,notwithſtand- 
iog any ſuch allegation, Oxr 


perſonal dedicating our ſelves 
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to God, in Chriſt, be not 
ſtill reaſonable, and neceſſa- 
ry to be performed by our 
ſebves alſo, as our own 1o- 
lemn act and deed? 

It were, indeed , much 
to. be wiſht, that our -ap- 
tiſmal dedication to God 
were more minded, and 
thought on, than it com- 
monly is. When, with ſuch 
ſacred ſolemnity, we were 
devoted to the trinune Deity, 
and thoſe great and awtull 
names were named upon 
us, the nameot the Father, 
the name of the Sox, and 
the name of the ZZoly Ghoſt. 
Baptiſms are, it is to be tear- 
ed, too often in the Chriſti- 
an world, turn'd into a meer 
Page- 
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Pageantry, and the matter 
fcarce ever thought on 
more, when the /hew is 0- 
ver. And, very probably, 
becauſe this great ſuccedaye- 
ous duty is fo unpractiſed 
among Chriſtians. 

And firſt, Let it be con- 
ſidered, Are there no like 
cales? Do we not know 
that, though all the Infants 
in a Kingdome, are born 
Subjects, yet, when they 
arriveto a certain age, they 
are obliged , being called , 
to take the Oath of Allegs- 
ance, andeach one to come 
under perſonal obligation to 
their Prince; And do we 
owe leſs to the God that 
made us, and the Lord 
E 3 that 


28 Self dedication. 


that bought us with his 
bloud ? | 

Again , Though all the 
ſens of Iſraelites, were, in 
their infancy, dedicated to 
God by the then appointed 
rite for that purpoſe ; Yet 
how trequent were their /0- 
lemn , perſonal recognitions 
of his Covenant? their a- 
vouching themſelves ?o be 
his people, as he allo avoucht 
himſelf zo be their God. 
Which we ſee Dexz. 26. and 
in many other places. 

'Tis remote {ron me to 
intend the preſſing of a Co- 
venant, that contains any 
diſputable, Or doubtful mat- 
ters; or any other than the 
tabſtance of our baptiſmal 


Cove- 
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- Covenant it ſelf ; conf! ifung 
of the known eſſentials of 
our Chriſtianity; allfſurmmd 
up zn taking God in Chriſt 
for our God and reft IZHIg 
our ſelves to him: to be in- 
violably his. No more is 
meant than, that zhs may 
be done, as our own rea- 
ſonable ſervice, and worſhip ; 
as our intelligent, delibe- 
rate, judicious act, and 
choice. 

And conſider further, to 
this purpoſe, the great 7m- 
portance of the thing it ſelf, 
compared with the /effer 
couceruments, Wherein we 
uſe to deal moſe explicitly. 
Is it fit that a man's Relz- 


gion ſhould be /eſs the mat-. 
F, 4 fer 
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ter of his ſolemn choice, than 
his inferzour concerns? That 
when he chooſes his dwelling, 
his calling, Is ſervant, or 
maſter, he ſhould ſeem 
thrown upon his God, and his 


Religion , by chance? And 


that /eaſt ſhould appear of 
caution, care and punitual 
dealing, in our very great- 
eſt concernment? How great 
a day in a mans life doth 
he count his marriage day 2 
How accurateare men wont 
to be, in all the preparat- 
0ns,and previous ſettlements, 
that are to be made in order 
to ut ! 

And ſince the great God 


is pleaſed to be ſo very par- 


ticular with us, 1n propoſing 
the 
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the model, and contents of 
his Covenant, the promiſes, 
and precepts, which make 
his part, and ours in it, 

how attentzve ſhould we 
be to his. propoſals, and 
how - re os in our con- 
ſent 2. Eſpecially, when we 
conſider his admirable con- 
deſcention in it, that he 1s 
pleaſed ( and difdains nat ) 
to capitulate with the work 
of his hands, to article with 
duſt and aſtes. Is it reaſo- 
nable we ſhould be /{ight 
and. ſuperficial, in a Treaty 
with that great Lord of 
heaven aud earth ; or ſcarce 
ever, purpoſely app!) and ſet 
oar ſelves to mind him in 


It at all ? 
E 5 Moke- 
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Moreover it 1s your own 
concernment, and therefore 
ought to be tranſa&ted -y 
your ſelf. So far as there 
is any equity in that rule, 
Quod tangit omnes debet ab 
omnibus tratlari, What con- 
cerns all ſhould be tranfatted 
by all, it reſolves into 2hzs, 
and ſuppoſes it. Quod tan- 
git meipſum debet trattari a 
meipſo. That which concerns 


my ſelf ſhould be tranſatted 
by my ſelf. 

Again, your being devo- 
ted by parents, no more Cx- 
cuſes from ſolemn perſonal 
felf-devoting , than their 
doing other afts of Religion 
for you, excuſes you from 
doing them for your ſelves. 
- They 


SY X TE WE 


Self-dedication. 83 
They have prayed for you, + 
are you therefore never to 
pray for your ſelves > They 
have lamented your ſin, are 
you never therefore to la- 
ment your own ? 

Further Scripture warns 
us not to lay too much 
ſtreſs upon parental privs- 
lege, or place too much 
confidence 1n it, which it 
ſuppoſes men over -apt to 
doe, Matt. 3.7, 8, 9. Abra: 
ham's Seed may be a gene- 


ration of Vipers.” Joh. 8. 


7.44. I know you are A- 
Lakes Seed, yet he finds 
them another father. 

Conſider moreover , the 
renewing work of God's grace . 
and ſpirit upon. Souls, con- 

z (ffs 
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ſiſts in ſanctitying their a- 
tural, faculties, their Un- 
derfi®adings , Conſciences, 
Wills, Afﬀetions. And 
what are theſe ſanCtifyd 
for, but to be uſed and ex- 
erciſed ? and to what more 
noble purpoſe ? Tt there be 
that holy impreſs upon the 
Soul, that inclines all the 
powers of it God-ward; What 
terves it for, but to prompt, 
and lead it on to the corre- 
ſpondent a&ts? to appre- 
hend and eye God, to ad- 
mit a conviction of duty , 
and , particularly, how I 
owe my ſelf to him, to 
chooſe, love, fear, and 
ſerve him, and what doth 
all this import leſs, than 
- an 
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an entire ſelf-re/ignation to 
him ? fo that the genuine 
tendency of the holy new 
nature 1s, in nothing, fo di- 
re&tly anſwered , and fatis- 
fy'd as in this. 

And it ought to be con- 
ſidered that the faculties of 
our reaſonable ſouls have a 
natural improvement and 
perfection , as well as 4 

raciouss And for their 
higheſt and nobleſt atts, 'tis 
fir they ſhould be uſed in 
their higheſt perfettion. Tis 
poſſible, that in the chz/- 
dren of religious parents, 
there may be ſome pous 
inclinations , betumes; and 
the ſooner they thereupon 
chooſe the God of their fa- 
ths, 
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thers, the better, 2.e. if 


you compare doing it, and 
aot doing tt, 'tis better dome, 
than not done. But becauſe 
this is a thing that cannot 
be too often done, nor roo 
wel/, The more mature 
your Underſtanding is , 
the better it will be done, 
the grace of God concur- 
ring. Our Lord himſelf 
zncreas d in wifedom, &c. 

- Moreover, tet it be ſeri- 
ouſly thought on ( what 
tis dreadfull to think ) the 
occaſion you ſhould give, 
if you decline 7his ſurren- 
dring your ſetves, to have 
your xeg/ect taken for a re- 
fuſal. Tis impoſiible, when 
you once underſtand the 

w9gas caſe, 
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caſe, you can be 7n an indif- 
ferency about it. You muſt 
either take, or leave. 

Nor can it be denyd 
but perſonal ſelf-devoting , 
one way ; or other ( more, 
or leſs folemn ) is moſt ne- 
ceſſary to the continuing 
ſerious Chriſtianity in the 
world. Without it, our Re- 
ligion were but res 4nus @- 
tatis, The buſineſs of one age. 
For how unlikely were it, 
and abſurd to ſuppoſe, that 
a man ſhould ſeriouſly de- 


vote his chz/d to God, that 


never devoted himſelf 2 
And if that were done ne- 
ver ſo ſeriouſly, muſt one 
be a Chriſtian alwaies, one- 


ly by the Chriſtianity of 


anotPer, 
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another, not his own 2 Some 
way or other then, a man 
muſt devote himſelf to God 
in Chriſt, or be, at length, 
no Chriſt:an. And ſince he 
muſt , the mature of the 
thing ſpeaks, that the more 
ſolemn , and expreſs it is, 
the better, and more ſuita- 
Zle to a tranſaction with /o 
great a Majeſty. 

And hath not commor 
Reaſon taught the world , 
to fix a tranſitus, and ſettle 
ſome time, or other, where- 
12 .perſons ſhould be rec- 
kon'd to have paſt out of 
their ſtate of infancy , or 
minority, into the, ſtate of 

manhood, or an adultsſtate ; 
wherein, though Before , 
— " _ ny 
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they could not legally 
tranſact affairs for them- 
ſelves, yet afterwards they 
could. This time, by the 
conſtitutions of ſeveral Na- 
tions, and for ſeveral pur- 
poſes, hath been diverſly 
fixt. But they were not 
to be look't upon as ch/- 
dren alwaies. Some time 
they come to write many: 
Is it reaſonable one ſhould 
be a child and a minor in 
the things of God and Reli- 
gion all his daies ? alwaies 
in 2oxaze 2 Sometime they 
muſt be men 7m underſtan- 
ding, 1 Cor. 14. 20. and 
have their ſenſes exerciſed 
fo diſcern between good an 
evil, Heb. 5. 14- _ 
Yea, 
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Yea, and there 1s far 
greater reaſon we ſhould 
perſonally, and ſolemuly , 
tranſact this great affair 
with God, than any concern 
we have with men. For, 
among men, We may have a 
right by natural deſcent, or 
by valuable conſiderations, to 
what we enjoy, which ma 
be c/c.r, and little hable to 
queii:on. From God we 
ha: no right, but by his 
{-vour, and vouchfatement. 
Lou are his children, if e- 
ver you come to be ſo, but 
by adoption. And humane 
adoptic: has been wont to 
be compleated by a ſolemni- 
ty; The perſon 70 adept, 
being publickly askr ( in 
that 
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that ſort of adoption which 
was allo calied arrogation ) 
utrum eum quem adoptatu- 
rus efjet juſlum ſibi filium 
eſſe wellet----- Whether he 
would have this perſon to 
be as his own ve- 

ry ſon 2 And a- T_— 
gain, i/He qui adop- 

tabatur--- utrum id fieri pa- 
teretur 2 he that was to be 
| adopted, whether he was 


contented it ſhould be ſo ? 


Nor again 1s there that 


diſmclination towards men ,* 


25 towards God, or that 
proneneſs to revel? from 
ſettled agreements , with 
the one, as with the other. 
Whereas Love ſumms up 


all the duty of both the 


Tables ; 
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Tables ; or which we owe 
both to Go, and Man; it 
is evident that, in our pre- 
ſent lapſed ſtate, our /ove 
to God is more impaired , 
than to May. Indeed this 
latter ſeems onely dimi- 
niſht, the other is deſtroy- 
ed, and hath, by nature, no 
place in us; grace onely re- 
ſtores it. Where it is, n 
ſome meaſure reſtored, we 
find it more difficult to ex- 
erciſe love towards God, 
than Man. Which the A- 
poltle's reaſoning implies , 
He that loveth 
not his brother , 
whom he hath ſeen, how can 
he love God whom he hath 


1 Joh. 4-20, 


got ſeen > Who fees not 


that 
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that ſenſuality hath buried 
the rational world ! Unre- 
generate man 1s ſaid to be. 
in the fleſh, not as being 
onely lodgd in it, as all 
are alike, but governd by 
it, under its power. ( AS 
the holy Apoſtle 1s 
ſaid to have been | 
in the ſpirit on the Lord's 
day.) To be in the fleſh is 
expounded by e- ,, . 
ing and walking 

after it. Hence men one- 
ly love and ſavour the 
things within this ſen/tb/e 


Revel. I. 


ſphere. They that are after 


the fleſh do onely. ſavour 
the things of the fleſh. 
Where the regenerate, di- 
vine life 1s NE «i 
© 


a. 


_ 
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doth male - habitare, is il 
lode'd, in conjunction with 
a ſtrong remaining ſenſual 
znclination. So that where 
the Soul is ſomewhat raiſed 
by it, out of that mzre and 
dirt , there 15 a continual 


decidency, a proneneſs to 


relapſe, and ſink back into 
it. Impreſſions therefore of 
an #uvifible Ruler and 
Lord ( as of all unſeen 
things) are very evanid ; 
ſoon, in a great degree, 


worn off. Eſpecially where 


they were but 7» making, 
and not yet Zthroughly zn- 
wrought into the temper of 
the Soul. Hence is that 
7nſtability 1h the Covenant 
of God.We are not ſo afraid, 

| be- 


- 


— 
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before, nor aſhamed, after- 
wards, of breaking engage- 
ments with him, as with 
men, whom we are often 
fro look in the face, and con- 
verſe with every day. 
Therefore there is the 


more need here , of the 


ftritteſt ties, and moſt /o- 
lemn obligations, that we 


can lay upon our ſelves. 


How apprehenſive doth that 
holy, excellent Go- Faſhe 24. 
vernour, Foſhua,deem * © 


of this, when he was ſhort- 


ly to kave the people un- 
der his conduct ! 

And what urgent means 
doth he uſe, to bring them 
to the moſt expreſs, ſolemn 


dedication of themſelves to 
G2 


g96 Self dedication. 
God, that was poſlible. Firſt 
repreſenting the reaſonable- 
neſs and equity of the thing, 
from the many endearing 


wonders of mercy (as here 
the Apoſtle beſeeches theſe 


Romans by the mercies of 


God )whichhe recounts from 
-the beginning to the 14th. 
verſe of that 24th. chapter. 
Then, thereupon exhorting 
them to fear the Lord and 
ferve him in ſincerity, &c. 
in that -14th. verſe. Tel- 
ling them, withall, it they 
ſhould a/ reſolve otherwiſe 
to a man, What his ewn re- 
ſolution was, verl. 15. And 
zf it ſeem evil unto you to 
ſerve the Lord, chooſe you 
this day whom ye will ſerve, 


” Oy whe- 
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whether the Gods which your 
Fathers ſerud, that were 
on the other ft, le of the flood, 
or the God's of the Amorites, 
in whoſe rt e dwell: But 
as for me and my houſe, we 
will yd the the Taking 
alſo their expreſs anſwer, 

which they give, ver/. 16, 
17,18. But, fearing they 
did not enough conſider the 
matter, he, as it werewts 

them back (eſteeming 

ſelf to have gotten an a 

vantage upon them) that 
they might come o# again, 
with the more vigour and 
force. Te cannot ſerve the 
Lord, for he is an holy God : 

He ws a jealous God, he will 


uot forgive your tranſareſſi 
F on 
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ons nor your fins. If you for- 
fake the Lord, and ſerve 
ſtrange Gods, then he will 
turn and doe you hurt, and 
conſume you,after that he hath 
done you good. Verl. 19, 20. 
Hereupon, according to his 
expettation and deſign, they 
reinforce thezr vow, Nay but 
we will ſerve the Lord. And 
upon this, he cloſes with 
them, and takes faſt hold 
of them, Te are witneſſes 
(faith he) againſt your ſelves, 
that ye have choſen the Lord 
ro ſerve him. And they ſay, 
We are witneſſes, verl. 22. 
He exhorts them afreſh, and 
they engage over again, 
verſ. 23, 24. Thus a Cove- 
nant is made with them, 
a verſ. 
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verſ. 2.5; Aﬀer all this a re- 
cord is taken of the whole 
tran{attion, tis book d down, 
verſ. 26. And a monumental 
ſtone ſet np, to preſerve the 
memory of this great tranſ- 
action.  And' the good mar 
tells them, Behold thr ſtone 
ſhall be a witneſs unto us; 
for it hath heard all the 
words of the Lord which he 
Jpake unto us : It ſhall there- 
fore be a witneſs unto you, 
leſt ye deny your God. So 
he diſmiſſes them ; and lets 
chem go every one to his 
inheritance. 

Nor 1s it to be negleCted 
that Za. 44. 5. (which is 
generally agreed to refer to 
rhe times ot the Goſpel} it 
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is ſoexpreſly ſet down, One 
ſhall ſay T am the Lords, and 
another ſhall call himſelf by 
the name of Facob:and another 
ſhall ſubſcribe with his hand 
unto the Lord, and firname 
himſelf by the name of 1ſrael. 
In the rendring of which 
words [ Subſcribe with the 
hand ] the wer/ons vary. 
Some reade aſcribe in their 
hands, the Lords name , 
counting it an alluſion to 
the ancient cuſtom, as to ſer- 
vants, and ſouldiers, that 
they were to carry ſtampt 
upon the palm of their 
hands, the name of their 
Maſter , or General. The 
Syriack reads to the ſame 


ſenſe as we—Shall give az . 


- | hand 


WJ ku, I—wne 


a. y— — Prmen— = \Y 


at « 


Self-dedication. 101 


hand writing , to be the 
Lords. That the thing be 
done, and with great ſer- 
riouſneſs, diſtinttneſs and 
ſolemnity, 1s, no doubt, 
highly reaſonable, and ne- 
ceſlary, about the particu- 
lar manner I preſcribe not. 
Nor can I imagine what 
any man can haveto ohject, 
but the backwardneſs of his 
own heart to any intercourſe, 
or. converſation with the in- 
viſible God, Which is but . 
an argument of the miſera- 
ble condition of deprav'd 
Mankind -{ None that the 
thing is not to be done.) For 
that backwardneſs muſt pro- 
ceed from ſome deeper rea- 


on than that God » ingh- 
/ F 3 ble. 
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ble. A reaſon, that ſhould 
not only convince, but a- 
maze us, and even over- 
whelm our ſouls in ſorrow 
and lamentation to think 
what ſtate the ature and 
ſpirit of may is brought in- 
rol For is-not the. Devil in- 
vifible too? And what 
wretch 1s there ſo ſilly and 
ignorant, but can, by the 
urgency of diſcontent, en+ 
vy, and an appetite of re- 
wvenge, find a way to fall 
into a league with him! Is 
this that God is leſs conver- 
fable with men ? leſs willing 
to be found of them that 
* Read con- ſeek him? No ſure- 
fiderarely 1y, * but that mes 
page have /eſs mind,and 

in- 
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zaclinationto ſeek him ! And 
is this a poſture, and temper 
of ſpirit towards the God 
that made us, (the continual 
ſpring of our life and #e- 
zng / ) In which it is fit for 
us to tolerate our ſelves ? 
Shall not the »eceſity of this 
thing, and of our own caſe, 
(not capable of remedy 
while we withhold our ſelves 
from God ) overcome all 
the imagined difficulty inap- 
plying our felves to him? 

Andupon the whole .,.. 
if we agree the thing © 
zt ſelf to be neceſſary , It 
cannot be doubted but it 
will appear to be of common 
concerument - to: us all; and 
that every oxe, muſt appre- 
4 F 4 4 
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hend it is neceſſary to me, 
and to me, whether we 
have done it already, or not 
done it. If we have not, it 


cannot ke done too ſoon; /f 


we have, 1t cannot be done 
00 = And it may #ow 
be done, by private, filent 
ejaculation , the convinced, 
perſwaded heart ſaying with- 
zn it ſelf, © Lord TI conſent 
* tobe wholly thine, I here 
« reſign, and devote my 
« ſelf, abſolutely, and ex- 
* tirely, to thee. None of 
you know what may be in 
the heart of another , to 
this purpoſe, ever at thu 
time. Why then ſhould 
not every one fear to be the 
only perſon of tholse who 

now 
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now hear, that diſagrees to 
1t. It any finds his heart to 
reluctate and draw back, tis 
fit ſuch a one ſhould conſt- 
der, /-do not know but this 
ſelf-devoting diſpoſition, and 
refolation is the common 
ſenſe of 'all the reſt, even of 
all that are-now preſent but 
mine. And who would not 
dread to be the only One 1n - 
an Aſſembly; that- ſhall re- 
fuſe, God ! or refuſe him- 
/e{fto him ! For, let ſuch a 

One think, what particular 
reaſon can I haveto exclude' 
my -ſelf from ſuch a con-. 
ſenting Chorus 2 Why ſhould: 
I ſpoil the harmony , and: 
give a difagreeing vote ? 

Why fhould - any man he; 
Fe more. . 
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more willing to be dutifus, 
and b4pp) than I? to'be juſt 
to God, . or have him. geod 
to me? Why ſhould any 
One be more willing to be 
faved than I ? and to make 
Quze hereaſter, 1n the glorj- | 
ous, innumerable , joytull 
aſſembly of Devoted angels 
and Sazzts, that pay an 
eternal gladſom homage to 
the throne of the Celeſtial 
King? .. 


But if any 'find their 
hearts inclining, let what is | 
now begun, be more fully com- 
pres. in the clojet ; and kt 
thoſe walls (as Foſhua's (tone ) 
hear, and bear witneſs! _ 

Left any ſhould not con- *? 
{eat, and that all may con- 
Ry ſent 
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ſent more freely, and more 
fargety I ſhall in a few 
words ſhew what ſhoald 7- 
duee to it; and what it ſhould 
znduce. 

| x. What ſhould induce to © 
| z:. You have divers forts. 
of inducements ; 

Such as may be taken 
from weceſity. For what 
elfe can you doe with your 
ſeif2 You cannot be happy 
without it, For who ſhould: 
make you ſo bur God? 
And how. ſhall he, while 
you hold off your felves 
from him? You cannt 
but be miſerable, not on- 
ly as wot having engaged 
1 Him to you, but as having 
engaged him againſt you, _. 

$7h | 
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Such as may be taken 
from equity. You are his 
right. He hath a zatural 
right in you, as he 1s your 
Maker, the Authour of your 
being. And an acquired 
right as you were bought by 
| his Son, Who hath 
** redeemed us toGod. 
And who dyed, roſe again, 
and revived, that he might 
be Lord of the living aud 
the. dead, here, to rule, 
hereafter, to judge us. Both 
which he can doe whether 
we will or no. But tis not 
to be thought he will /ave 
us againſt our wills. His 
method is whom he ſaves, 
firſt zo overcome, 7z. e. to 
make them willing, in the 
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day of his power. And dare 
we, who /ive, move, and 
have our being in him, re- 
fuſe to be, live, and move 
to him? or deny the Lord 
who bought us ? 

And again, Such as may 
be taken from 7ngenuity, or 
that ſhould work upon it, 
wiz, (what we are beſought 
by, in the Text) the mer- 
cies of God, How manifold 
are they ! But they are the 
mercies of the Goſpel eſpec:- 
ally, mentioned in the fore- 
going Chapter , which are 
thus refer'd unto in the #c- 
ginning of this, the tranſ- 
ferring what the Jews for- 
feited and loſt, by #hezr an- 
belief, unto us Gentiles 
| "Fiat 
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That Myſtery (as this Apo- 
{tle elſewhere calls it, Ephe/. 
3-4, 5, 6.) which tm other 
ages was not made known un- 
to the ſons of men, as it 1s 
now revealed unto his holy 
Apoſtles and Prophets by 
the ſpirit ; That the Gen- 
tiles ſhould be fellow-heirs, 
and of the ſame body, and 
partakers of his promiſe in 
Chriſt, by the Goſpel. In 
reference whereto he fo ad: 
miringly cries out a litthe 
above the 7ext (chap. x1. 
33-) Q &ud&.,, O the depth 


both of the wiſdom and. 


— of God! how un- 
ſearchable are his judgments, 
and his waies paſt findin 

out The Mercies of which 
ek 1t; 
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it is faid Zaz.55.1,2, 3. Ho 
every one that thirſteth come 
to the waters, and he that 
hath no moxey : Come ye, buy 
and eat, yea come buy wine 
and milk without meney, and 
Fagan” price. Wherefore 

o ye ſpend your money for 
jr > 2 bread ? = 
your laboar, for that which 
[ſatigfieth nor 2 hearken dilz- 
gently unts me, and eat ye 
that which is good, aud let 
your ford delight it ſelf in 
fatneſs. Encline your ear, 
and came wnto me; hear, and 
your ſoul ſhall live, and 7 
will make an everlaſting Co- 
venant with you, even the 
fure mercies of David.Which 
free and ſure Merczjgs are 
height- 


IIz Self-dedication. 
heightned, as fo w, by the 


ſame both endearingand aw: 
fall circumſtance, that theſe 


VIz.- 1N - conjunttion | with 

the ſetting before our eyes; 

the monitory tremendous ex: 

ample - of a - +» amy Nation 

that rejected them, intima- 

ted ver/. 5. Behold thou ſhalt 

call a nation that thou know- 

eft not, and nations that 

know wot thee ſhall run unto 
| thee. A caſe whereof our 
| Apoſtle ſays, inthe 
toregoing Citapter 
', FEſaias was very beld, 'when,; 
| ſpeaking of it (in another 
| end. place * ,) + he- uſes 
| 5" theſe words, / am. 
fought. of . them - that asted. 


nor. 


Rom.10.20. 


mercies, are offered to us; 


| 
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not for me: T1 am found of 


them that ſought me not: [ 
ſaid; Behold me, Behold 
me, unto a nation that was 
not called by my name. He 
was bold in it indeed, to 
mention ſuch a thing to a 
people, unto whom a jea- 
lous gloriation in the pecul;- 
arity of their privileg'd 
ſtate, their being without 
partners or rivals, for ſo 
longa time, in their relat#- 
ou, and zearneſs to God, was 
grown ſo natural, And 
who took it ſo impatiently, 
when our Savioar did but 
intimate the ſame thing to 
them &4y para- 
bles,as that they 
ſought immediately 70. /ay 

hands 


Mat.2 5:4 5,46. 
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hands on him for that very 
reaſon. So unaccountable a 
perverſneſs of humour reig- 
ned with them, that they 
envied to others, what they 
deſpiſed themſelves. 

But, oz the other hand, 
nothing ought more highly 
to recommend thoſe mer- 
czes to us, or more engage 
us to accept them wth gra- 
titude, and improve them 
with a cautious fear, of 
committing a like forfeiture, 
than to have them brought 
to our hands, redeemed from 
the contempt of the former 
deſpiſers of them ; and tha, 
ſo terribly, vindicated upon 


them, at the ſame time ; as 


it alſo ſti]] continues to be. 
18 That 
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That the natural branches 
of the Olive ſhould be torn 
oft, and we inſerted. That 
there ſhould be ſuch an in- 
ſtance given us, of the /e- 
verity, and goodneſs 

of God. To them ©*9: 7: 
that fell, ſeverity; but to 
us, goodneſs, if we continue 
in his goodneſs, to warn us 
that, . otherwiſe , we may 
expect- to be cut off too! 
And that we might appre- 
hend, if he ſpared not the 
natural branches, he was as 
little likely to ſpare us ! That 
when he came to his own and 
they received him not, he 
ſhould make ſo free an offer 
to us, that zf we would yet 


recerve him (which if, we 
\.do; 
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do, we are,. as. hath been 
ſaid, to yield up and dedi- 
cate our ſelves to-him: at the 
ſame time) we ſhould have 
the privilege, to be own- 
ed for the ſons of God! What 
ſhould ſo-oblige us to com- 
pliance with him, and make 
us with an 7ngenuous trem- 
bling tall before him, and 
(crying to him -my Lord and 
my, God.) reſign our ſelves 
wholly, to his . power and 
pleaſure. Et, 

And even hzs. Merczes , 
more a#ftrattly conſidered, 
ought- to have that power 
upon us... Were -we not 
loſt 2- Are we-not reſcued 
from a neceſſity of periſhing, 
and being loſt for ever, in 
TP the 
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the moſt coſtly way 2 Coſtly, 
to our Redeemer, . but to us, 
wzthoiuut coſt. Is it a ſmall 
thing, that he offers himſelf 
fo us, as he doth, when he 
demands us, and requires 
that we offer our ſelves to 
him. That he, 7» whom 7s 
all the fulneſs of God, ha- 
ving firſt offered himſelf for 
4s, doth now offer himſelf 
alſo to us. That he hath 
treated us, hitherto, with 
ſuch indulgence , waited on 


us with ſo long patience, 


ſuſtained us by ſo /arge 
bounty, And now , upon 
all, when it might be 
thought we ſhould be com- 
muning with our own 


hearts, diſcourſing the Pat-, 
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ter with -our ſelves, What 
ſhall we ' render 2 \that he 
thould fay to us fo ſhortly 
and compendiouſly render 
your ſebves ! Is that too 
mich 2 Are we #00. confide- 
rable to be his, or his Mer- 
cies tvo zuconfiderable to ob- 
lige us to be ſo? 'The Mer- 
cies that flow ſo freely from 


him, tor he is the Father of 
The Mercies that | 


Merczes. 
are ſo ſuitable to us, pardon 
ro the gui/ty, /ight to 
them that dwe// :n darkneſs, 
life to the dead, a rich por- 
tion and all-ſufficient tull- 


neſs, for the poor, zndigent | 


and weceſitons : the Mercies 
that we are encouraged. 7s 
expect as well as what we 

<3 enjoy. 


; 


| 
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enjoy. Thegreat Good laid 
up in ſtore! The Mercies 
of eternity to be added to j 
thoſe of t1me. The Mer- | 
cites of both worlds, mee- | 
ting upon us! That here, 
we are to Keep our ſelves 'y 
in the love of God, 1 
Es Jude 21. + 
| 2arting for the mer- | | 
cy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt | 
- | anto eternal life / That, i 
| looking for that /eſed hope, 
1 our lite may here, 1n the in 
mean time, be tranſatted | 
with him. That we may | 
1 abide in the ſecret of his J! | 
preſence, and dwelling is 'Y 
| /ove, may dwell in God | 
{ whois love; till the ſeaſon 
! come, when we ſhall be 
able more fully to under-_ 


G-. 
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ſtand his love, and return 
our own | 


Nor are the favours of 


his providence to be thought 
little of, in the tume of our 
earthly pilgrimage. 
And now, if all this do 
effeftually induce us thus to 
dedicate our ſelves. 

2. We are next to conli- 
der what our having done it, 
ought farther to induce us 
A110. 

In the general, it ought 
to be an znducement to us 
(as we may well appre- 
hend ) to behave our ſelves 
anſwerably to ſuch a ſtate, 
as we are, hereby, brought 
into, if we mow firſt dedi- 
cated our ſelves to him, and 

or: are 
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are confirmed 1n ,, by our 
iterations of it. For he 
takes no pleaſure in fools, 
therefore having vowd our 
ſetves to him, to ſerve, and 
live to him, let us pay what 
we have vowed. Better it 
| had been »ot to vow, than 
to. vow and not pay; and, 
inſtead of the reaſonable ſa- 
crifice he required of us, to 
give him onely the ſacrifice 
of fools. We are, upon {pe- 
cial terms, and for ſpecial 
ends, peculiar to the moſt 
high God. They that. are 
thus his, are a royal Prieſt- 
hood, He hath made 
us Kings and Prieſts. mw” $6 
Both thoſe offices and dig- 
nities have ſometime-mex, 
G in 
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in the ſame perſon. And 
to God and his Father, 1. e. 
for him. Not that both 
thoſe offices do terminate 
4pon God, or that the work 
of both 1s to be performed 
towards him, but our Lord 
Jeſus , 1t being the deſign 
of his Father we ſhould be 
brought into that high, and 
honourable Station, hath et- 
tefted it, in compliance with 
his deſign, and hath ſerved 
his pleaſure, and purpoſe 1n 
it. He hath done it zo, 1. e. 
for him. Sothat, zo God, 
and his Father may be re- 
ferd to Chriſt's ation, in 
making uw MAings and 
Prieſts, not to ours, being 
,mag2 fuch. Yet the oze 

F of 
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of theſe reters to God 1imme- 
diately, the other to our 


ſelves. Holy and good men 


are Aings 1n relerence 70 
themſelves, in reſpe&t of 
their Self-dominion into 
which they are now reſto- 
red, having been, as all «zre- 
generate perſons are, ſlaves 


to vile, and carnal affec- 


tions, and inclinations. Z7he 
minds of the regenerate are 
made ſpiritual, and now 
with them the refin'd, rec- 
tity d, ſpiritual mind, 1s 1n- 
throned ; lift up into its 
roper authority, over all 
tenſual Inclinations, Appe- 
titions, Luſts and Paſſions. 
A glorious Empire ! foun- 
ded in conqueſt, and mana- 

G 2. '.zed, 


124 Self dedication. 


ged, afterwards when the 
victory is compleat (and in 
the mean time, in ſome de- 
gree, While judgment is in 
bringing forth unto vittory) 
by a ſteady ſedate Govern- 
ment, in moſt perfect 7ran- 
quility and peace. 

But they are Przeſts in 
reference to God, the buſi- 
neſs of their office, as ſuch, 
terminates upon him. For 
bim they worſhip and ſerve. 


Worſhip is either ſoczal, 


external and circumſtantial, 
that of worſhiping Socie- 
ties, conſidered according 
to 1ts exteriour part. Here- 
in Oze 1s appointed by /pe- 
czal office to doe the part of 
a Frieſt, for the reſt. In 
e = this 
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this ſenſe all are not 
Prieſts. 

Or elle it 1s ſolitary, 14- 
terual, ſubſtantial and ſpi- 
ritual wherein they either 
worſhip alone, and apart by 
themſelves, or being in con- 
junction with others, yet 
their own ſpirits within 
them work dzredly, and 
aſpire upwards to God. 
And as to this more noble 
part of their worſhip, eve- 
ry hoiy man is -/zs an 
Prieſt. 

And this is the double 
dignity of every holy , de- 
voted Soul. They are thus 
Kings, and Prieſts ; govern 
themſelves, and ſerve God. 
While they govern, they, 
G 3 ſerve. 


H* 
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ferve. Exerciſe authority 


over themſelves, with moit 
tubmiſs veneration of God. 
Crowned, and enthroned ; 
but alwaies in a readineſs 
to caſt down their Crowns at 
the footſtool of the Su- 
preme, Celeſtial Throne. 
Into this State they 
come by Self-c dedication. 
And now ſurely tis not for 
ſuch to demean themſelves 
at a vulgar rate. 
They are of the 
2 rdnong TewlS1Irwy , the 
Church of the firſt-born 
written in {HTeaven, 7. e. 
the Church of the fir/t-born 
ones, that 1s, all composd, 
and made up of ſuch ( as 


Heby. 12. 


gar expreſſion ſ1gnifies. ) 


Firſt- 
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Firſt-born in a true ( tho 
not the moſt eminent ) 
tenſe ; being /ons by the 


firſt, i. e. the prime and 


more excellent ſort of birth, 
in reſpect whereof they are 
ſaid to be begotten 
again by the word 
of truth, that they ſhould 
be a kind of fir/ſt-fruits of 
the Creatures of God. And 
this zwofold dignity is the 
privilege of their 4irthright 
( as anciently it was.) Are 
you devoted to God ? have 
you dedicated your ſelves ? 
hereby you are arrived to 
this dignity. For in the 
abovementioned place it 1s 
ſaid Te are come, 
Hebr. 12. 

you are. actually , 
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already , adjoynd to that 
Church, and are the rea] 
preſent Members of that 
holy community. For you 
are related and united to 
Epheſ. 3. him of whom the 
family of heaven 
aud earth is named 5 are of 
the houſhold, and the Sons 
of God, hzs, under that pe- 
culiar notion, when you 
have dedicated your ſelves 
to him. You cannot but 
apprehend there are pecu- 
/iaritzes of behaviour, in 
your after-conduct , and 
management of your ſelves 
that belong to you , and 
muſt anſwer, and corre- 
ſpond to your being, in this 
ſenſe, his. Some partica- 
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tars whereof I {hall briefly 
mention. 

You ſhould each of you, 
often reflect upon it, and be- 
think your felt what you 
have done; and whoſe you 
now are. IT am the devoted 
One of the moſt high God. 
It was one of the Precepts 
given by a Pagan to his 
Diſciples. © Think with 
* your ſelf, upon ...... 
* all occaſions, / am * 

* a Philoſopher. What a 
world of fin, and trouble 
might that thought , often 
renew'd , prevent, 7 am a 
Chriſtian, One devoted to 
God in Chri/f. Your ha- 
ving done this thing, thould 
cloth your mind with 2» 


G 5 ff* 
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apprehenſions, both of God, 
and your ſelves. That he 
is not now a ſtranger to 
you, but your God , that 
ou are not warelated to 
_ but bis. IT was an ene- 


my , now am reconciled. 1 


was a common, profane thing, 
ow holineſs to the Lord. Tis 
{ſtrange to think how Oxe act 
doth ſometimes habit, and 
tinfure a man's mind ; whe- 
ther in the kind of good, or 
evil, To have committed 
an act of murther ! What an 
horrid complexion of mind 
did Cain bear with him 
hereupon 2 To have dedica- 
ted one ſelf to God, if ſeri- 
ouſly, and duly done ; would 
it have feſs power to poſleſs 

&/ 2 2 
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One, with an holy, calm, 
peacefull temper of mind ? 

You ſhould, hereupon , 
charge your ſelf with all ſuz- 
table duty towards him. For 
ha have given your ſelf to 

im to ſerve him, that is 
your very buſineſs. You 
are his, and are to doe his 
work, not your own, other- 
wiſe than as it falls in with 
his, and 1s his. 

You are to diſcharge 
your felt of all unſuitable 
cares, for will not he take 
care of his own , Who hath 
put /o 24 a note upon them 
that do not > He that pro- 
videth not for his own, (his 
domeſticks ) thoſe of his own 
houſe, hath deny d the faith, 

= ant 
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aad is worſe than an infidel ? 
Will you think, he can be 
like ſuch a One? Who? of 
not the Children of a Prince, 
ſhould live free from care ? 

You ſhould moſt deeply 
concern your felt about hzs 
conceruments, Without an 
apprehenſion or fear that he 
' will negieCt z7hoſe that are 
moſt truly yours. And are 
not to be indifferent how 
his int8&eſt thrives, or is 
depreftin the world ; is in- 
creaſt, or diminiſht. They 
that are hs ſhould let his 
affairs engroſs their cares, 
and thoughts. 

You ſhould abandon all 
ſuſpicious, hard thoughts of 
him. When, 1n the habit» 
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tual bent of your ſpirits 
you deſire to pleaſe him - 
it 15 moſt injurious to him, 
to think he will abandon; 
and give you up to periſh, 
or become your enemy. Tis 
obſervable what care was 
taken among the Romans, 
ve quid dedititiis hoſtile il[a- 
tum fit, That no hoſtility 
might be uſed towards them 
that had ſurrender d them- 
ſehves. Can men excel God 
in praiſe-worthy things ? 
You can think nothing of 
God more contrary to his 
Goſpel, or his Nature, than 
to ſurmiſe he will deſtro 

one that hath ſurrender to 
him, and bears a loyal mind 
towards him. And what a 
, ro 
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reproach do you caſt upon 
him, when you give others 
occaſion to ſay his own, they 
that have devoted themſelves 
to him, dare not truſt him ? 
You are taught to fay / am 
thine ſave me, not to ſuſpect 
he will ruine you. They do 
{ſtrangely miſhape Rel/zgzon, 
conſidering, in how great 
part, it conſiſts 77» 7ra/ting 


God, and living a /ife of 


faith, that frame to them- 
ſelves a Religion made up of 
diſtruſts, doubts and fears. 

You ſhould dread to 
alienate your ſelves from 
lum. Which (as Sacriledge 
1s one of the moſt deteſtable 
of all ſins, a robbing of God ) 
is the moſt deteſtable Sacri- 
< ledge. 
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ledge. You are to reſerve 


your ſelves entirely for him. 
every one that is A 


godly he hath ſet 
apart for himſelf. 

Yea, and you are not 
onely to reſerve, but, to 
your uttermolt, to 2mprove, 
and better your ſelves for 
him daily. To aſpire to ar: 
excellency, 19 ſome meaſure, 
ſuitable to your relation. 
To walk worthy of God who 
hath called you to his king- 
dom and glory, 1 Thefl: 2. 
I2. remembring you are 
here to glorify him, and 
hereafter to be glorified 
with him. 

And who is there of us 
that finds not himſelf un- 
, vr 


136 Self-dedication. 
der ſufficient obligation, 4y 


the mercies of God, unto a// 
this > Or to whom he may 


not ſay, in a far more emi- 


nent ſenſe, than the Apo/tle 
ſpeaks it to Philemon, thou 
oweſt even thy ſelf alſo unto 
me 2 Will we retuſe to gzve 
God what we owe? Or can 
we think it fit, in it ſelf: 
* we ſhould be no otherwiſe 
« his, than ( as one well 
« ſaies) Fields, Woods, and 
&« Mountains, and brute 
* Beaſts > And I may add, 
can it be comfortable t0 us, 
he ſhould have no other in- 
tereſt in us than he hath in 
Devils 2 1s there no diffe- 
rence in the caſe of reaſora- 
ble creatures and unreaſona- 

ble 2 
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ble > theirs who profeſs de- 
voredneſs to him, and theirs 
who are his profeſt enemies ? 
The oze ſort, through na- 
tural incapacity, cannot, by 
conſent, be his 2 and the 
ether, through an invincible 
malignity, never will? Are 
there no merczes ( confer'd 
or offered) that do. peculz- 
arly oblige us more ? Let 
us be more frequent, and 
ſerious in recounting our 
 mercies, and ſet our ſelves 
on purpoſe to enter into the 
memory of God's great good- 
eſs, that we may thence, 
from time to time, urge up- 
on our ſelves this great and 
comprehenſrve duty. 


And 
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And at this time, being 
here together on purpoſe, let 
us conlider, and reflect a- 
treſh, upon that eminent 
mercy, which you are wont 
to commemorate in the 
yearly return of this day. 


And that I may, more 
particularly, dirett my 
ſpeech the ſame way, that 
the voice of that memora- 
ble providence zs efpeczally 
diretted. You are, my 
Lord, to be more peculiarly 
beſought by the mercies of 
God, that you would, this 


day dedicate your ſelf to 


him. 

1 do beſeech therefore 
you, by the many endearing 
T2 mer- 
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mercies, which God hath ſo 
plentifully confer d upon you, 
by the mercies of your noble 
extraction, and birth, 4y 
the mercies of your very 1n- 
genuous and pious educa- 
tion, by the mercies of your 
tamily, which God hath 
made to deſcend to you from 
your honourable progenitors 
( which, as they are capable 
of being improved, may be 
very valuable mercies.) By 
the bloud, and tender mer- 
cies of your bleſſed, and glo- 
rious Redeemer, who offered 
#p himſelt a ſacrifice to God 
for you, that you would now 
preſent your lelt to God, an 
holy, living Sacrifice, whzch 


zs your reaſonable ſervice\ 
a © 


140 Self dedication. 


1 adde, by the ſignal mercy, 
which hath made this a me- 
morable day to you, and by 
which you come, thus long, 
to enjoy the advantages of all 
your other mercies. ow 
came it to paſs that this day 
comes not to be remembred, 
by your noblc relatives as a 
black, and a gloomy day , 
the day of the extinction of 
the preſent light, and luſtre 
of your family 5; and of 
quenching their coal which 
was left. Tou had a great 
prelſerver, who, we hope, 
delivered you becauſe he 
delighted in you. Tour lite 
was precious, in his ſight. 
Your breath was in his 
hand ; he preſerved, and 
* Fee 


Self-dedication. 141 


renewed it to you, when you 
were ready to breath your 
laſt. And we hope he will 
vouchſafe you that greater 
deliverance, ot to /et you 
fall under the charge which 
was once exhibited again(t a 
great man, Dan. 5. 23. The 
God in whoſe hands thy 
breath is---- haſt thou not 
glorified. And make you ra- 
ther capable of adopting thoſe 
words, Pſalm 42.8. Yet the 
Lord will command his lo- 
ving kindneſs in the day 
time, and in the night his 
ſong ſhall be with me, and 
my prayer unto the God 
of my life. Tour acknow- 
ledgments are not to be li- 


mited to one day in the 


year . 
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year; but from day to da\ 
his loving kindneis, and 
your prayer and praiſe are 
to compoſe your vx, uteoy, 
the one, fo ſhew yea, the 
other, to be anto you your 
morning, ard evening ex- 
erciſe. Let this be your re- 
ſolution , Every day will I 
bleſs thee: and I will praiſe 
thy name for ever andever, 
Pal. 145. 2. or that, Pfal. 
I04.33. I will ſing unto 
the Lord as long as I live: 


I will ſing praiſe unto my | 


God, while | have my being. 
Tet your more ſolemn ac- 
knowledgments are, juſtly, 
pitchr «pox this day. God 
hath noted it for you, and 
made it a great day in your 
time. 
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time. Tou have now enjoy d 
a Septennium , ſeven years 
of mercies. And, we all 
hope, you will enjoy man 
more, which may all be called 
the poſterity of that days 
mercy. 4# was the parent 
of them all ; ſo pregnant and 
productive a mercy wes 
that of this day. 

Tou do owe it to the mer- 
cy of thisday, that you have 
et a life to devote 7o the 
great Lord of heaven and 
earth ; and to imploy in the 
world tor him. Aud would 
you think of any leſs noble 
Sacrifice ? | 

Aſchines { the Philoſo- 
pher) out of his admiration 


of Socrates, when divers pre- , 


ſeuttd 
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ſented him with other gifts, 
made a tender to him of hum- 
ſelf. Leſs was thought an 
znſufficient = Si, ail ; 
of the worth and favours of 
a man! Can any thing leſs 
be- thought worthy of a 
God 2? 

T doubt not you intend, 
my Lord, a life of ſervice 
to the God of your lite. 7ow 
would not, I preſume, deſign 
to ſerve him, under any other 
notion, thanas his. By de- 
dicating your felt to him 
you become fo, zz the pe- 
culiar ſenſe. 7? 7s our part, 
in the Covenant which muſt 
be between God, aud us. I 
enter'd into Covenant with 


, thee , and thou becameſt ; 


.. mine, 


Ry” TY 


mine, £Z#zef, 16.8. This zs 


the ground of a ſettled rela- - 


tion, which we are to bear 
towards him, as his ſervants. 
'Tu poſſible T may do an occa- 
ſional ſervice for owe whoſe 


ſervant 7 am not. But zt. 


were mean that a great per- 
ſon ſhould only be ſervd by 
the ſervants of another 
Lord. To be ſervd butpre- 


cariouſly, and, as it were, 


upon Courteſie , oz/y, true 


greatneſs would diſdain ; as 
if his Quality did not admit 


to have ſervants of his own. 
Nor can it be thought a 


ſerious Chriſtian (in how- 
| foever dignifying circumſtan- 
ces ) ſhould reckon himſelf - 
too great fo be his ſervant , 

. when \ 
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' 'when even an Heathen 


Be | . 
" pronounces Deo fſervi- 


re eſt regnare, 7o ſerve God 
is to _—_ A- —_— 

6. Noble man of France 
we © (whoſe __ Fcom- 
Ren) mend, more than this 
external expreſſion. of it ) 
tells us he made a deed of 
gift, of himſelf to God, 


fianmg it mith his own. 


bloud. Ze was much a 
greater man. that ſo- often 
ſpeats in that ſtyle Thy ler- 
vant, that *tis plain he took 

leafure 7» it; and counted 
7t his higheft glory. Sza- 
Zlifh thy word unto thy ſer- 
vant, who zs devoted 7o thy. 
fear, Plal. 119. 38. Thy 
* vant , Thy * a Oo 
| Lord, 


h.- —_— LL 
a "0 41 _ 
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Lord, . the for» of thy hand- 


maid. (alluding to the Lam 


by which. the childrew of 
bond-ſervants were ſervants 


by birth) thou haſt broken 


my bonds, Pſal. 116. haſt 
(4. d.) releaſed me from worſe 


bonds, that I might not only 


be patient, &ut glad 70 be 


under thine. 

Nor was he 
Prince *, i* his 
time, who, at 
length, abandon- 
ing the pleaſares, 
and ſplendour. of 
his own Court 
( whereof many 
like examples 


might be given) 


retired and aſſumed the * 
; HaNne: : 


FS 3 
«vu 


a MEAN 


Cantacuza- 
nus, Whoſe 


life alſo, a- 
mong many - 


other remar- 
kable things, 
was once 
ſtrangely 


preſerved m . 
the fall of . 


his horſe. 
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name of Chriſtodulus, A ſer- 
vant of Chrift, accounting 
the glory of that name did 
ao zot only that of his 
other i/uſtrious titles , but 
of the Imperial Diadem 700. 
. There are very few in the 
world, whom the too-common 
atheiſme can give temptation 
wnto, to think Religion an 
ignominy, and to count it a re- 
proach to be the devoted ſer- 
vant of the moſt high God ; 
but have it at hand to anſwer 
themſelves, even by humane 
(ot to ſpeak of the higher 
angelica]) znſtances, that he 
hath been ſerved by greater 
than we. 

Tou are,my Lord, ſhortly to 
enteruponthemorepublic/tage 

DS of 
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of the world. Tou will enter 
with great advantagesof here- 
ditary honor, fortune, friends 


with the greater advantage of 


(7 w ) a well cultivated 
mind, and ( what is yet great- 
cr)of a piouſly inclined heart. 
But you will alſo enter with 
diſadvantages ?00. 7? 35 a1lip- 
pery ſtage; 7? z a divided 
time; wherein there is Inter- 
eft againſt Intereſt ; Party 
againſt Party. To have, ſeri- 
ouſly, and with apious obſti- 
nacy dedicated your ſelf to 
God, will bothdire&t, aud for- 
tifie you. 

T know no Party in which 


nothing is amiſs. Nor will that 


meaſure /et you think it ad- 


viſeable,to be of any; further: 


tran 


F 
T| 
| 
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than to unite with what there 


is of real, true goodneſs, . a- 
mong themall.Neither wthere 


any furer rule, or meaſure for 
your direCtion, thax this; to 


fake the courſe,and way,which 


is moſt agreeable to a ſtate of . 
devotedneſs to God. Rewlxce 


all things elſe,hither. Where- 
ſoever you believe,zn your con- 
ſcience, there 75-a {incere de- 
ſign for the Tntereſt and glo- 


ry of God; zhe honour, or 


fatety of : your Prince, the 
real, good and welfare of your 


Countrey,there you are zo fall 


in, and adhere. And the firſt 
of theſe comprehends the reit. 
{ou will not be the les inclin- 
ed but muchthe more,zog/ve 


Czfar the things that are 
Cm- 


Ee cs on oo. te” ti. i - 
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Cxfar's, for your giving God 
the things thatare Gods. And* 
that is (as hath been ſaid) 
principally, azd i» the firſt” 
place your ſelf; and then all 
that is yours, to be uſed ac- 
cording to his holy rules,and 
tor him, whoſe you are. 

And what can be to you the 
ground of an higher fortitude? 
Can they be unfate that have 
devoted themfelves to God ? 
Dedicate your felt, and you 
become a Sanctuary ( as well 
as a Sacrifice) /nviolably late 
in what part, and in what 
reſpefts , it 1s conſiderable 
to be'ſo. And who can think 
themſelves unfate being with 
perſevering fidelity, ſacred 
ro God. that underſtand whe 
he: 


152 Self-dedication. 


he is ; and conſider his pow- 
er, and dominion, over both 
worlds, the preſent, and that 
which is to come. So as that 
he can puniſh, and reward, 
inboth; as men prove falle, 
or faithfull zo him. The tri- | 
umphs of wickedneſs are 
ſbort, in this world. z how 
glorious trumphs wi// Reli- 
gion , aud devotedneſs to. 


God, exd, in the other ! 


